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It's Score ly dro Pak 


The Ultimate in Self-Contai 
Underwater Breathing Equitm 
Compare Before You Buy. 


For More Confidence, 
Comfort and 


Full, natural 
rubber, face 
mask with 514 
inch safety Air Economizer for conserving 


glass lens, The air supply. Permits breathing 


exceptional mask design permits a per- 
fect, waterproof seal and comfortable, 
natural breathing! 


The famous Scott Demand Regulator 
gives you easy, natural breathing in any 
position. Supplies all the air “demanded” 
on inhalation,—stops during exhalation. 


All metal regulator parts are of stainless 
steel for the ultimate in corrosion pro- 
tection. Regulator is designed for easy 
disassembly without tools for cleaning 
and inspection. 


The exhalation valve assures fine breath- 
ing-cycle balance. Automatically adjusts 
for various depths. Prevents wasteful 
constant flow in any position. Exhaled 
air does not interfere with vision. 


Automatic water ejector eliminates blow- 
ing and swallowing. 


Learn all the Scott 
Hydro-Pak Safety 
Facts. Let us send 
you this beautiful! 
brochure without 
cost to you. 

Fill in the coupon 
and mail today. 


of surrounding atmospheric air while 
swimmer’s head is out of water. 


Back plate of anodized aluminum. 
Formed for comfortable weight distri- 
bution of the unit above or below water. 
Allows full body and arm movement. 
Eliminates cylinder rolling. 


Cylinder clamp. Positive yet quick releas- 
ing. Permits cylinder change in seconds. 
Cannot be accidentally bumped loose. 


Reserve air supply valve. Flow restrict- 
ing device tells swimmer when (4th of 
full tank remains in reserve for return 
to surface . 
one way. 


. . Foolproof, turns on only 


Pressure reducing regulator. Reduces cyl- 
inder pressure for delivery to demand 
regulator at approximately 100 pounds 
per square inch. 
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SCOTT AVIATION CORP. 





Made by the world’s largest producer of demand, 
protective breathing equipment. 


SAFETY EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


SCOTT AVIATION CORP. 


8301 ERIE STREET LANCASTER, N. Y. 


Canada: Safety Supply Co., Toronto — Branches in principal cities 


8301 ERIE STREET, LANCASTER, N. Y. 

Please send me without cost a copy of the Sco:: Hy_re cuk Lr. cu 
Send me name and location of nearest dealer where I may 
Scott Hydro-Pak. [) 

Name 


Address... 
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editorial. - - 


THIS ISSUE of your underwater magazine is being presented 
to several thousand sporting goods dealers at the mammoth 
dealers convention in Chicago, Illinois. Perhaps this column 
would be a good place to tell some of these dealers about under. 
water swimming accessories .. . and to remind the dealers already 
up to their shelves in equipment about it also. 

SKIN DIVING equipment does not greatly differ from other 
stock items of merchandise that the dealer handles, each piece 
has its purpose and its price, its markup and favorite buyer. The 
user of underwater equipment expects the maximum of perform. 
ance in what he or she buys, with some items the purchaser’s life 
may depend upon the dealer’s instructions and the quality o/ the 
product. To achieve this performance the article must take se: eral 
steps... all in the right direction. 

FIRST, A QUALITY piece of equipment is engineered and 
manufactured with several thoughts in mind. It is produced to be 
reasonably competitive on the current market, to provide the 
utmost in safety for the consumer and to give service. If any one 
point should be emphasized ... make it safety. And Mr. Dealer, 
if you think some piece of equipment is unsafe for your customers 
. - - don’t stock it. When someone asks for this particular item, 
tell them why you don’t handle it. 

SECOND IN the list of steps might be warehousing and ship. 
ping... even good equipment poorly handled in transit or im. 
properly stored during a seasonal slump in an alley-way warehouse 
can become a piece of junk before it reaches the dealer. Think of a 
high pressure air cylinder that has been dropped off the rear of 
truck, if the handler survives the accident he has no more concern 
for the tank after it has been delivered. . .. Since many of the 
swimming accessories are rubber products, think of a box of rub- 
ber items exposed to the detrimental rays of the sun over a long 
period of time. Mr. Dealer, for your protection and the safety of 
your customer, know the firms that handle your merchandise. 
You can’t sell a warped baseball bat... or a rotten swim fin. 


ANOTHER STEP is taken when the equipment becomes part 
of the stock and display of the Dealer. Here the prospective buyer 
will select an item of his choice and needs. You as a dealer 
should know the purpose and complete functions of the equip- 
ment. A dealer should be ab'e to tell his buyer how to use the 
equipment and how not to use it. Again, he should emphasize 
safety in the use of the equipment. As a dealer of underwater 
gear you should have some practical experience in the use of the 
underwater equipment or at least have witnessed a very complete 
demonstration. 

WE HAVE SAID that the swimming accessories do not 
greatly differ from your old line of sports gear . . . neither does 
the buyer, he is still Joe Public. However he has changed some, he 
has found a new and different world . . . a sport that includes 
hunting, fishing, skiing, skating and the others all wrapped into 
one activity — just going underwater and swimming like a fish. 
The equipment a dealer sells will take him into a different, beauti- 
ful, sometimes dangerous world. . . . Mr. Dealer. it is your 
responsibility to make sure that same equipment will bring him 
back again; to buy again and to play again. 


















UNDERWATER CLUBS 


Register with “Skin Diver’ and be included on our 1956 Roster. 
This Roster will be published in the magazine and copies will 
be sent to potential members who wish to join clubs. 
Send a post card to us at 
BOX 128, LYNWOOD, CALIFORNIA 
























FEBRUARY COVER 


TWO FRONTIERSMEN MEET — the eager skin diver rushes to 
the sea with all his newly acquired equipment . . . a worshiping 
young Davy Crockett and his dog. Perhaps today’s Davy will 
become tomorrow’s underwater explorer. In days gone by man’s 
conquests have been new continents, vast plains, deep forests 
and towering mountains — now he is turning to the greatest 
challenge of all time, conquering the waters of the world. A 
lasting frontier! — Ron Church Photo. 
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His breathing’s ‘‘engineered”’ by the world experts! 


If it “breathes like a breeze’—it’s a Northill! 


e 
When you take to the depths with a Northill Air-Lung, 
your breathing is scientifically “engineered” by the world’s 
foremost experts in air and pressure controls. 

Associated with Northill in The Garrett Corporation is 
AiResearch — the pioneer and leader in aircraft pressuriz- 
ing, pneumatic controls, airflow regulators, etc. Their 
compressed air facilities, their laboratories and their spe- 
cialized skills are unsurpassed. 

In designing the Northill Air-Lung they have provided 
the underwater sportsman with the most advanced 
improvements in “SCUBA'’* construction to date. Below 
are a few of the outstanding advantages the Northill 


Safety features: A foolproof regulator valve, a depth- 
compensated reserve air valve and a quick release harness 
make the Northill Air-Lung the world's safest unit. 


Shut-off mouthpiece valve: Design prevents flood- 
ing and removes the need for non-return valves. 


Ease of maintenance: The Air-Lung can be completely 
cleaned and put together again in ten minutes with only a 
screwdriver. No calibration is necessary. 


Designed by the world leader 
in air pressure controls 


Used and approved by the U.S. Navy. 


Air-L fers: 
ir-Lung offers FREE brochure 
* * : 


Precision-built regulator: The regulator has the sim- 
plicity of a single stage unit, but its performance is supe- 
rior to all other present-day regulators, two-stage or 
single. Breathes easier, any depth, any position — than 
any other unit. 


Rugged construction: Every part of the Northill Air- 
Lung is strong and durable — no flimsy components. 


*SCUBA: Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus 


9851 South Sepulveda Boulevard, Los Angeles 45, Calif. 


A subsidiary of rae Gaeer) corPoration 


| am interested in an underwater swimming unit. Please send me 
your free brochure on the AIR-LUNG. 


Name 


Street. 
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FATHOM’ 


The ultimate in a waterproof- 
\X pressureproof Watch...result 
a? of years of engineering and 
testing ...with features never 
before believed possible in 
a Watch at any price...now 
available at the amazing 


ae late t me 549,95! 


Healthways “100 Fathom” waterproof- 
pressureproof watch is truly an all-time 
sensation! Made in Switzerland exclusively 
for Healthways by Enicar, the world’s finest 
watchmakers! @ Incomparable features! 
@ Guaranteed against mechanical defects 

amazing for a period of one year @ Exclusive ultra- 

new, low price! sonic treatment assures accurate and 

$49.95 superior performance without cleaning or 

oiling for a period of three years @ Specially 

designed, unbreakable lucite crystal ® Finest 
alloy, rust resistant stainless steel case. 


» 


Tested to depths exceeding 600 feet (100 fathoms)... Can't leak due to its 
unique design and construction... the greater the pressure, the more waterproof 
the watch becomes! Guaranteed positively waterproof ! 
A specially designed face with unusual luminous radium sweep second hand 
and easily identified minute hand and large numerals, make the "100 Fathom” 
easy to read even hundreds of feet underwater or on the darkest night! The face 
and hands are designed so that sports divers using underwater breathing apparatus 
can quickly determine the length of dive and the decompression time. The same 
exclusive construction features that make Healthways “100 Fathom” so amazing “2 CAT. NO. 
underwater, make it ‘equally sensational for boating enthusiasts, fishermen, hunters, 1910 


police ard military personnel and all outdoor sportsmen! 
Individually packaged in deluxe attractive blue fabricoid display case, complete pe? ig Fay ety hey yt - 
with instructions and warranty. Because of limited production we recommend you ment, rooms 984, 985, 986, 987, and 988 . . 
see the amazing “SEA HORSE” two-man sub- 


lace your order now! See your sportin oods dealer, jewelry or department marine, booths 386 and 387! . . . All HEALTH- 
P y Y P 99 ol Y P WAYS products will be displayed at the 1956 


store or write Healthways for information. NSGA Show, Chicago, Feb. 5-9, Morrison Hotel 
Healthways “100 Fathom” is the most ideal watch gift ever presented .. . for Jobber & Dealer Inquiries Solicited 


the sportsman! NOTE: The term ‘‘waterproof’’ is used with the understanding that the crystol 
is intact and the case is opened and closed by a competent watchmaker. 


HEALTHWAYS... WORLD'S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT! 


3669 SEVENTH AVENUE » 
LOS ANGELES 18, CALIFORNIA 4° 
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VR2-TCR 


45 West 18th Street, New York 11 


2945 East 12th Street, Los Angeles 23 








An achievement of years of investigation and 
research, the Voit Lung is the most dependable, 
safest underwater breathing device on the market. 


The Voit Lung employs the proven Cousteau-Gagnan 
principle — the accepted standard throughout the 
world. This is the same type unit preferred by the 

experts — used for years with never a mechanical failure. 


Available in a number of choices — Single Stage 
or Two-Stage (Navy approved) Demand Regulators 
... Positive or Constant Reserve Valves...Single or 

Twin tanks. All component parts may be purchased 


PICTURED AT LEFT are two of the many combinations of Voit 
regulators, tanks and valves. All Voit lungs are filled with 
Certified Air and Factory-Inspected before delivery. 






«a 





















separately or in any combination. 


211 East Harrison Street, Danville, Illinois 
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With skin-divers who really know equip- 
ment, performance is the payoff. That’s 
why experts choose Voit! 
The Voit name means the finest per- 
formance—coupled with lasting 
quality—in Swim-Fins, face plates 
and underwater guns. Added to 
these are the new Voit Lungs and 
Underwater Suits...the finest 
made. Accessories, too—weight belts, 
depth gauges, waterproof watch cases, 
snorkles, ear plugs—all backed by the 
best-known, most respected name in 
skin diving. 
If you’re looking for the best...look for Voit! 


Anericas Gackt Spottt pajment by 


® 


NEW YORK 11 + DANVILLE, ILL. - LOS ANGELES 11 
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NEW UNDERWATER DEPENDABILITY 
FOR ACTION-WISE DIVERS! 





MARK VII FACE MASK 


Special feather-edge design (see picture) offers 
greater comfort than ever before. Extremely 
durable because it’s made of genuine Neoprene 
with double strength safety glass. Wide vision 
with a glove-like fit for all types of faces .$4.95 


a 
MARK VII FOOT LOADER 


Discover how much faster you can now load 
rubber powered guns . . . and you'll not do 
without the Mark VII foot loader. Can be used 
on almost every type of rubber powered 








MARK VII SNORKEL 


Check this one for sure before you buy any. It’s 
much safer, it clears exceptionally easy. The 
easy grip mouth piece is tops and every part 
including the mask strap clip is extra durable. 
All flexible parts are genuine Neoprene . $1.95 


ai 


This item is catching on like wild fire . . . it 
works like a spinning reel when you fire. It 
swivels to one side for quick, very easy re- 
winding. Naturally it has typical Mark VII 
sturdiness and durability. Adaptable to every 
type of spear gun $ 


Just out .. . NEW 
MARK VII WEIGHT BELT! 


Extra quick release and double strength, double 
width (2) web. The weights snap on and can 
be released without unfastening belt. 


MARK VII CO2 SPEARGUN 


New power and accuracy to make your spearfishing extra 
exciting. Each CO2 cartridge holds about 40 shots and you can 
change cartridges quickly underwater. Gun comes equipped 
with standard line clips (A), the spin type reel (B) is extra. 
You'll like the handling, balance, & action of this gun. . $47.50 


See These Great New Items at Your Dealers TODAY! 


For your Dealer’s addr 


Sy 


ton, California 
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NEW PRODUCTS 











Camera. 


Underwater 
Something new on the market is this un- 
derwater camera that incorporates camera 
and water proof housing into one unit. 
Aqua-Cam was designed for all divers, 
both those with underwater photography 
experience and those without, the controls 


“Aqua - Cam” 


are simple yet adequate. Complete unit 
sells for $32.50 and is made of cast 
aluminum with air valve for pressurizing. 
Designed for the 620 film size and has 
a lens speed of approximately f:12 with 
a 1/50 second shutter. 2144”x3\%” nega- 
tive. 


The film chosen for underwater work 
with the Aqua-Cam will depend on the 
depth at which the pictures are to be 
taken. Recommended films are Ansco 
“All weather film” or Eastman Super XX 
for shallow work and Eastman Tri X for 
deeper work. A little experience with this 
unit will bring gratifying results. 


This apparatus differs from the usual 
underwater camera in that it is all one 
unit, not a camera and a case ... there- 
fore is very rugged and can be subjected 
to the unusual conditions encountered by 
all underwater swimmers. 








Frogman T-Shirts ... 4 colored em- 
blem on heavy weight quality White T- 
Shirt, Adult sizes, S, M, L, $1.25 — Chil- 
dren’s sizes, 4-12. $1.00 — From Richards, 
New York, N. Y. 


10—FEBRUARY—SKIN DIVER 


Swimaster, Inc. of Huntington Park, 
California, producer of underwater skin 
diving and surface swimming equipment, 
has been purchased by the Pacific Mould- 
ed Products Co. of 905 East 59th Street, 
Los Angeles. All Swimaster products in- 
volving the use of molded rubber will be 
fabricated in the Pacific Moulded Prod- 
ucts plant, with assembly, packaging, and 
shipping departments concentrated in ex- 
panded facilities which are nearing com- 
pletion. 


Marketing operations for items such 
as masks, fins, goggles, snorkels, spear- 
guns, and related equipment are to be 
conducted by the firm’s newly-formed 
Swimaster Division under the  super- 
vision of Charles D. Thurmond, with par- 
ticular emphasis on improved distribu- 
tion throughout the nation. This includes 
prompt shipments and full cooperation 
to jobbers and dealers on all matters per- 
taining to the Swimaster line of products. 








Underwater 
been an- 


sensational 
Breathing Unit has recently 
nounced by Dacor Corporation of Evan- 


A new and 


ston, Illinois. It comprises the world’s 
first and only double diaphragm, 2-stage 
regulator. The double diaphragm pro- 
vides double safety as there are two dia- 
phragms separating the water from the 
air chamber and the unit continues to 
function with only one of the diaphragms 
in operation. 


The 2-stage feature reduces pressure 
twice and assures easy breathing regard- 
less of tank pressure. 


Also included with this diving lung is 
a newly designed mouthpiece that fea- 
tures a lower “Off Set”? body to prevent 
it from riding up and displacing the face 
mask and also to act as a water saliva 
trap. Its non return valves, fully incased 
in tough nylon housings prevent water 
from entering the intake hose and elim- 
inates breathing of exhaled air. 


Price for complete unit $149.50. 








Following three years of research and 
testing by its engineers, the finest and 
most efficient underwater breathing lung 
available has been added to its line of 
swimming equipment, the W. J. Voit Rub- 
ber Corp. revealed in a recent announce. 
ment. 

During the three year experim :ntal 
period, Voit engineers tested every «vail- 
able underwater breathing device, always 
arriving at the same conclusion—the Cous 
teau-Gagnan process was the best. And 
that’s the lung Voit selected. This is an 
opinion shared by the United States Navy. 
which employs the Cousteau-Gagnan lung 
for use by members of its underwater 
demolition teams. 

The Cousteau-Gagnan lung has _ been 
proven through more than ten years use 
all over the world and not one instanee 
of mechanical failure has ever been re- 
corded. The Voit lung offers a_ choice 
of two different types of regulators and 
two different types of tanks. Available 
are both the single stage and two stage 
regulators and both positive and constant 
reserve tanks. Additionally, each type of 
tank may be purchased as either a single 
or a double unit. Eight different combi- 
nations are available. Single—stage, posi- 
tive reserve, tank and harness retails al 
$130. 

Each Voit Lung is accompanied by an 
instruction book which contains complete 
information on the equipment and it 
uses. Voit’s entrance into the Lung field 
comes as a boon to sportsmen desiring 
rapid and efficient delivery and _ service. 
Voit maintains the largest network of 
nationwide outlets in the field, thus ay 
suring the distributor and purchaser 0 
nearby, quick service. 
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Healthways takes a far-reaching step int 
the underwater photography field by be 
coming the exclusive manufacturer ané 
distributor for the famous Mako line @ 
underwater photography equipment, d 
signed and developed by Jordan Klein 
The first camera to go into production i 
the Mako Shark, recently advertised i 


The Skin Diver magazine. With mass prog. 
tion: the 


duction methods it is estimated that th 
new retuil price, to be announced shortly 


will be under $20.00. 
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Controversial 
Cover Picture 
ig aplained 


(I ditor’s note: So many people have asked for an explana- 
tion of the picture that was on the cover of the October issue 
of Skin Diver. The photograph, taken by Jordan Klein. 
president of Underwater Sports, Inc., Miami, Fla. shows Dolly 
Frie'| holding a camera without a case underwater. “Was the 
picture really taken underwater? Was the camera ruined?” 
are the sort of questions we have been getting. And so we 
have asked Klein for an explanation. ) 


“The picture on the October Skin Diver cover was taken 
underwater in the Gulf Stream off the coast of Miami in an 
area some 600 feet deep, where, by the way, sharks kept visit- 
ing the scene. I selected this area because the reef waters 
happened to be dirty that day. A prolonged northwester was 
causing the trouble. 


“As for the camera, it was not ruined. It is a camera shell 
we use for designing at the Mako shop. The camera was just 
used as a prop for a picture that was intended to be humorous 
—labeled “The Beginner”. But, in error, the caption was 
omitted. In fact, the picture was one of a series. The second, 
pictured here, shows our beginner, now more experienced in 
the use of an underwater housing. She’s arguing with her 
husband, Rick Fried, over who will use the camera case next. 


“And here is a bit of extra information regarding the film- 
ing. Mako flash was used for both pictures. This supplimental 
lighting provides an interesting effect. It is almost possible to 
tead the engraving on the camera lens. However, care must be 
laken not to place the light more than 10 or 12 feet from the 
subject. If the distance is greater the filterable effects of the 
water and plankton destroys the illumination. 


“When using flash close to the camera, it is necessary to 
expose for the light of the flash. The flash is treated as the main 
source of light. Then, the background will be dark grey to 
black, as it is in these pictures, particularly, the spade fish. 
The foreground should not be a light color, like sand, since 
this section of the picture is overexposed and will print white.” 
We believe this breakdown of how the picture was made 
will answer most of the questions asked regarding the picture. 
however one more answer is necessary. A reader in New 
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Jersey wondered when and why the manufacturer of the lung 
had started placing the regulator on the left side of the mask 
. it has always been and still is on the right side. Explana- 
ion: the original picture was “flopped” or reversed for the 
purpose of having the subject looking into the magazine in- 
Mead of to the fold or bindery edge. 
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A Magarire Devoted to the Underwater World 








October cover picture ... Is that girl really under- 
water? 





Still underwater, but no bubbles . . . perhaps they 
hold their breath when the picture is being taken. 





(Left) Distance shot of Rick still gives details of face. 
(Right) Spade fish is clear and sharp with flash, how- 
ever all the background is bland with no definition. 
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“YOUNG WAVES, only recently shaped by the wind, have a steep, peaked shape even well out at sea. From far out on the horizon you 
can see them forming whitecaps as they come in; bits of foam are spilling down their fronts and boiling and bubbling over the advancing 
face, and the final breaking of the wave is a prolonged and deliberate process. But if a wave, on coming into the surf zone, rears high 
as though gathering all its strength for the final act of its life, if the crest forms all along its advancing front and then begins to curl 
forward, if the whole mass of water plunges suddenly with a booming roar into its trough — then you may take it that these waves are 
visitors from some very distant part of the ocean, that they have traveled long and far before their final dissolution at your feet.”’ — From 


The Sea Around Us — By Rachel L. Carson. 


BOOK REVIEW 
By R. K. AWTREY 


MODERN SPEARFISHING 
By Vane Ivanovic 


Since at least as far back as Ye Com- 
pleat Angler by Izaak Walton there have 
been books and books written on how 
to catch fish with rod and reel. Now 
at last we have an equivalent book on 
spearfishing. There have been quite a 
few books on underwater adventures but 
Modern Spearfishing is a book which 
comes right out’and says, “Here is how 
to do it.” 


Mr. Ivanovic is a man who writes with 
authority. In addition to his native Med- 
iterranean, he has spearfished off the 
coasts of Ceylon, Singapore, Bali, Hong 
Kong, Japan, the Hawaiian Islands, Cali- 
fornia, Mexico, the Bahamas and Ber- 
muda. He has dived with many of the 
world’s best known spearfishers: Rod- 
ney Jonklaas in Ceylon, Jack Ackerman 
in Hawaii, and “Bottom Scratcher” Jack 
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Prodanovich of California, to mention 
but a few of the many who are familiar 
to all Skin Diver readers. 

This book is admittedly intended for 
the beginner and starts off with the very 
basic problem of selecting your diving 
waters. From there he goes on to dis- 
cuss the different types of shore lines 
and how one can judge the character- 
istics of the sea bottom by studying the 
adjacent shore line. 

After getting us lined up with a good 
diving site the author then launches into 
a detailed but very interesting and in- 
formative discussion of the equipment 
we need. In writing about the various 
tvpes of spear guns he tells how some 
of the better known divers use their par- 
ticular guns. Jack Ackerman, for ex- 
ample, prefers the simple Hawaiian 
sling and he will swim around an entire 
morning holding it cocked with his right 
thumb. Mr. Ivanovic surmises that he 
must now have one of the strongest right 
thumbs in the world. In the section on 
rubber suits he tells how discouraging 
it is to dress like Sir Edmund Hillary 
for a cold water swim while those two 
California veterans, Frank Rodecker and 


Jack Prodanovich, accompany him wear- 
ing only trunks and seeming to suffer far 
less. 

The chapter on “The Techniques of 
Spearfishing” I found to be one of the 
best because. besides explaining diving 
techniques in general, the author takes 
up the special tactics of some of the 
spearfishing experts of various localities. 

The author has a chapter on under- 
water breathing equipment, without 
which the book would not be complete. 
In the next chapter there is a section 
dealing with some of the enemies the 
diver may encounter: sharks, barracuda, 
morays, and mothers and wives who 
view the sport with “perpetual disappro- 
bation.” 

The collection of black-and-white 
underwater photographs is one of the 
best I have seen. In addition there are 
above water shots of some of the experts 
referred to in the text. 

As stated previously, the author has 
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take up the sport. However, all spear- 
fishers will find it interesting rea:ling 
and will undoubtedly come across some 
new angles to the sport. > 
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ABOUT GUY GILPATRIC, Author of: 


Scotch and Water; Half-Seas Over; Three 


Sheets in the Wind; Mr. Glencannon; 
French Summer; Brownstone Front; The 
Glencannon Omnibus; and The Compleat 
Goggler. 


Creator of the inimitable “Mister Glen- 
cannon,” Guy Gilpatric was a New 
Yorker by birth and a professional avia- 
tor by experience. In 1912, three months 
after receiving his pilot’s license, he es- 
tablished a passenger altitude record 
which held for several years. He saw 
two years’ service in France and later 
entered the advertising business. His 
career in one of the best known agencies 
of that field was meteoric. But one day 
Mr. Gilpatric decided there was more 
to be had from life than a vice presi- 
dency and a big salary could offer. 


He packed up and moved to the French 
Riviera and commenced writing stories 
about a disreputable sea-going Scotch 
engineer. The engineer became astound- 
ingly successful and then Mr. Gilpatric 
worked steadily and hard at his writing. 
He devoted the rest of his time to three 
hobhbies—fencing, at which he was an 
expert, pistol shooting and spearing fish. 
During his latter few years. however, 
the fish almost completely eclipsed the 
human and cardboard targets, and you 
nave only to read his underwater book, 
THE COMPLEAT GOGGLER, to under- 
tand why. This famous novel starts in 


the March issue of SKIN DIVER. 


DODD, MEAD and COMPANY, Pub- 


lishers, >s 





GUY GILPATRIC 





The 


ompleat 


By GUY GILPATRIC 


Author of the Glencannon Omnibus, 
French Summer, etc. — 1934. 

(To be published in four series be- 
ginning with the March issue of The 


SKIN DIVER Magazine.) 


Here is the first book ever written 
about Goggle Fishing, the fascinating 
new sport which combines hunting, fish- 
ing and submarine sightseeing, and 
which is taking the beaches of Europe 
and the United States by storm. Mr. 
Gilpatric has perfected a method of 
stalking fish, of diving after them and 
actually spearing them underwater. In 
the book he tells exactly how it is done 
and gives full details, drawings, and 
photographs of the spears and goggles 
which are the only equipment necessary. 

In the amusing vein which has en- 
deared him and his inimitable Mr. Glen- 
cannon to millions of readers, he de- 


Starts in the March issue of “‘Skin Diver’ 


Goggler 


scribes his tussles with an octopus and 
other sizable under-sea beasts: he dis- 
cusses submarine guns and catapults. 
and describes various types of simple 
diving equipment: he gives you hints 
on swimming, diving and spearing fish 
(as well as cooking and eating them). 
based on his own long experience in 
the Mediterranean and on hundreds of 
letters he has received from goggle fish- 
ing enthusiasts in all parts of the world. 
Illustrated with dozens of unique photo- 
graphs, it is not only a complete treatise 
on a coming sport craze, but an intensely 
interesting and amusing book besides. 
Even if you can’t swim a stroke, even if 
you live in the middle of a desert and 
hate water like a cat—dive into The 
Compleat Goggler and you'll come up 
with a thrill and laugh! 


DODD, MEAD & COMPANY, Pub- 


lishers. >#* 
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Hyperventilation ... 


Some Observations on 


Preliminary Deep Breathing 


By FAY R. FEILD 


In recent skin diving articles there 
have been several references to the tech- 
niques of preliminary deep breathing. 
All have stressed the greater breath hold- 
ing time ability that results. None have 
pointed out the greater dangers involved. 

It is commonly accepted that CO, 
buildup during a dive causes a powerful 
urge to breathe. This urge is so pow- 
erful that it is the main limiting factor 
in normal breath holding. This is well 
borne out by the fact that the length 
of time one can hold his breath varies 
widely with the size and type of audi- 
ence, the keenness of competitive feeling, 
or, generally speaking, the amount of 
motivation involved. It is probably pret- 
ty safe to assume that the time of a dive 
(no special training or preliminary deep 
breathing) is governed by the urge to 
breathe as modified by the will to stay 
submerged. 

The effects of CO, buildup are felt 
strongly long before it is dangerous 
and before oxygen level is dangerously 
low. Thus, when such a “normal” dive 
reaches the time when the diver feels 
compelled to surface he probably has 
been under less than half his maximum 
capability and considerable time will 
elapse before weakness or unconscious- 
ness occurs. This, I believe, to be the 
one safety factor that has had the most 
to do with the remarkably low number 
of drownings of skin divers resulting 
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from staying down too long. Later I 
will contrast this safety factor with that 


which exists after preliminary deep 
breathing or “other techniques” to 


stretch dives are used. 
Several things indicate that much of 
the breath holding capability gained by 


preliminary deep breathing is due toa 
lessening of the urge to breathe which 
in turn lessens fear, tenseness and chest 
spasms. The more inexperienced the 
diver, the more time he gains in_per- 
centage by preliminary deep breathing. 
All evidence I have observed indicates 
that, disregarding preliminary «leep 
breathing, the gains in submergence 
time achieved through practice and ex- 
perience are due mostly to emotional 
and physical control improvement rath- 
er than physical changes or conditioning 
of the body. For example, before I knew 
of preliminary deep breathing, | prac- 
ticed breath control until I was capable 
of holding my breath until near loss of 
consciousness without muscular tense- 
ness, chest spasms, or fear. My breath 
holding time prior to this was about one 
minute; after training three minutes. 
My best time with preliminary deep 
breathing is a little over four minutes. 
Note that the percentage gain is much 
less than that which commonly results 
from preliminary deep breathing. 
The typical diver without preliminary 
deep breathing experiences discomfort 
which cannot be ignored before his dive 
is half over and usually experiences ex 
treme discomfort long before he be- 
comes too weak to surface. He has um 
mistakable warning that his physical 


limitations are being reached before he 
loses the strength to surface. With ful 
preliminary deep breathing, a typical 


diver may experience little or no discom 
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BRISTOL, ENGLAND 

PETER BOULTON, HOLDS 
HIS I6Alb. MONK FISH. SOME- 
-TIMES CALLED AN ANGEL FISH 
THIS SPECIMEN |S UNUSUALLY 
LARGE FOR BRITISH WATERS. 


A SLASHING MARAUDER 
THE ISLAND OF 

ee: Orr ear 
: e BEOOTER 


TAKEDA AaB 


BSStED. THIS | 
SG URKEN QUA HAND 


LUTHER BOLSTAD~ SKIN DIVER 
SINCE POLIO STRUCK IN (949, LUTHER, OF THE 
MINNESOTA SKIN DIVERS, HAS NOT HAD THE USE 
OF HIS LEGS. HE USES WEBBED MITIENS FOR 
PROPLLSION AND CAN DIVE TO SOFT. WITH EASE. 



















fort after he has been submerged three- 
fourths or more of his maximum capa- 
bility. One who has practiced sufficient- 
ly to remain fully relaxed with no fear 
or chest spasms can, with preliminary 
deep breathing, hold his breath until he 
passes out yet experience no symptoms 
at the end of the dive but a vagueness 
of thought and a warm dull sensation in 
his head and body, which may be pre- 
ceded or accompanied by vertigo. 
Regardless of the whys or hows. it 
seems unquestionable that preliminary 
deep breathing increases the time a diver 
can stay submerged without acute physi- 
cal discomfort far more than it increases 
the time the diver can stay submerged 
without losing consciousness! The safe- 
ty implications are obvious but permit 
me to cite a couple of practical applica- 
tions.. Assume a diver who had not prac- 
ticed preliminary deep breathing could 
dive to 40-feet and return with but 
little margin. He tries preliminary deep 
breathing on shore and finds it increases 
his ability to hold his breath consider- 
ably. He tries it in deep water and con- 
tinues down until he feels the same dis- 
comfort he did without preliminary deep 
breathing. He is now probably not at 
the half point of his capability but at 
the three-quarter point or more. He'll 
never make it back unaided. Or let’s 


assume he is a little more careful and 
increases his depth gradually until he 
finds he can dive to 75-feet with a fair 
margin. He makes a dive to 75-feet. 
There he is startled by something and 
feels a sudden stab of fear. He recovers 
his composure immediately and _ starts 
for the surface . . . but the damage is 
done. The fear caused adrenalin to be 
released, which speeds up his bodily 
functions and rapidly depletes his slim 
oxygen supply. Since this action now 
has a much longer time to take effect, 
the effect becomes much more impor- 
tant. He'll never make it unaided. Re- 
member, when diving deep, you are 
working on so narrow and fickle a mar- 
gin that a single flash of fear, apprehen- 
sion, or simply being startled can wipe 
the margin out. Let me illustrate how 
drastic this can be. I can and have sur- 
faced wearing a lung from over 150 feet 
without a single inhalation and was only 
slightly uncomfortable on reaching the 
surface. (Ed. note: The ascent as de- 
scribed above should be made slowly 
and relaxed, the diver never passing his 
smallest bubble . . . liberal continuous 
exhalation must be made during the en- 
tire ascent. Never hold your breath 
when ascending from any depth.) 1 
once received a severe, very brief stab 
of fear at about 30 feet from the surface 


in a cave, just after running out of air. 
I came closer to not making it than | 
care to admit. Even so little a thing as 
suddenly finding you’ve not enough air 
to equalize pressure on your mask at a 
depth to which you are accustomed to 
diving, can cause enough apprehension 
to wipe out your margin of safety. Most 
divers will readily agree they cannot 
dive as deep nor stay submerged as long 
in murky water as in clear. Apparently 
a tension or fear even below the level of 
awareness shortens diving capabilities 
by a considerable amount. 

I have found that, using preliminary 
deep breathing, if I stretched a dive too 
long I fairly consistently experience ver- 
tigo. The more work done during the 
dive, the stronger the vertigo and the 
sooner it comes. On an idle dive the 
vertigo is very mild and occurs just a 
few seconds before loss of consciousness 
would occur. I have been told that flight 
surgeons have found that vertigo is more 
likely when oxygen levels in the body are 
low and that there is a considerable 
range of susceptibility in different peo- 
ple. This vertigo experienced at the end 
of a long dive is accompanied by a re- 
duction in awareness such that you are 
likely not to know that anything is 
wrong. Although I have only experi- 


(Continued on Page 34) 
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MEMBERS of the joint team of underwater explorers and speleo- 
gists preparing for their exploration at Jenolan Caves. 


CAVE 


DIVING 
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“Of all the gambles, this is the most perilous and fool- 
hardy, for one’s life hangs upon a thread in these narrow 
tubes of rocks filled or almost filled with water.” 

Norman Casteret, 
one of the greatest of French cave explorers. 


The tiny cavern was filled with a booming noise as the men. 
their flippers thrashing, fought their way upstream against the 
current.... 

The scene . . . the Right Imperial Cave in the Jenalon system. 
60 miles west of Sydney, Australia; Saturday, the 2nd of 
October of 1954. The mission . . . exploration of a new cave, 
100 to 150 yards long, about 50 feet wide and the roof up to 
70 feet high. The results . the full importance is not yet 
known but it seems to bear out the theory that there may be 
whole new cave systems that will be of great interest to 
tourists. 

The four young explorers garbed in dry suits and other 
frogman gear, consisted of: Michael Calluaud, an electrical 
engineer and Frenchman, two years in Australia; and Keith 
White, an engineer with the railways. Both are members of 
the Undersea Explorers Club. The other two were Owen 
Llewellyn, a taxi driver and Russell Kippax, 23. a laboratory 
attendant at the Teachers’ College. Both are members of the 
Speleological Society of Sydney. 

The expedition was one of the most ambitious of the kind 
undertaken in Australia and certainly the best equipped. Each 
man carried his own breathing equipment. snorkel, strong 
lights and even a telephone. 

The Right Imperial Cave is a great cavern in the Jenalon 
system where an underground river mysteriously appears. ‘The 
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discovery supports the theory of the Sydney Speleological So- 


mciety that caverns, with siphons in between, run along the 
sfine of the underground river which disappears in the Mammoth 
‘Cave and reappears in the Right Imperial Cave, three-quarters 


of a mile away. 


Members of the Speleological Society constructed a wooden 
Jatform over the underground river at the end of the Right 
icrial Cave about 300 feet underground. 


The river appeared to come from a siphon following a 
course like a capital U. Where the one leg led to was then un- 
known. An underwater telephone system for use by the divers 
was rigged on the platform, and a tape recorder for recording 
the telephone conversations. Electrical signalling equipment 
was produced which would enable contact to be maintained 
between the surface party and the leader of the swimming 
feam, and semi-buoyant floats constructed for playing out 
electric cable as the swimming team traveled to new depths 
under water. Emergency techniques were devised to deal with 
any accident during the swim through it. 

The water was crystal clear and the cavern glowed with a 
wierd green light as the divers switched on their underwater 
ligh s; then as the divers went in a two-man relay team the 
water became clouded with a black silt which lay on the river 
floor. 

The first upset came when leading man Russel Kippax 
found that the float for the cable spool had become water- 
heavy, and he watched with horror as it dropped and ploughed 
into the great beds of silt which clouded behind him. This 
blacked out the sealed-beam head-lamps of the following party 
and blinded them. In the confusion Michael Calluaud became 
separated from the others, but fortunately was able to make 
his way back to the starting entrance. 

In about one-half hour the first diver made it through. It 
is interesting to note the account of Keith White: “I got a 
terrific feeling when I stood up in this great cave and turned 
my light around. I thought to myself “No man has ever been 
here before’. 

“We were standing in water about a foot deep. It trickled 
over the floor of the cave. All around there were fallen rocks 
and there was a sign of a recent fall at one end of the cave. 
We were very careful not to touch anything for fear of dis- 
lodging other rocks. Without our lights the cave was dark 
the blackest darkness I’ve ever been in. 

“The roof of the cave sloped up to 70 feet high. There were 
beautiful lights. Stalactites stretched down from the roof. 
There was a continual drip, drip, drip of water from the roof. 
It’s hard to judge distance underground but I’d say the cave 


THE SECOND assault group keeps in touch with the advance party 
via telephone. Knowledge of underwater swimming assured success 
of the operation. 


UNDERWATER LIGHTS, telephones. etc.. all of the equipment 
for this underwater underground trek was prepared weeks in 
advance. — Photos courtesy Sydney Morning Herald. 


is a hundred or 150 yards long. It took us a quarter of an 
hour to walk from one end of the cave to the other. 

“This is my first exercise with the spelios but it’s something 
I'll never forget. If this cave was near Sydney I'd be exploring 
it every week-end. 

“There are so many possibilities. There is a large hole at 
the top of the roof which could lead into another large cave 
system.” 

The president of the Speleological Society, Mr. Ben Nurse, 
said: “We are delighted with the discovery. 

“It is a step towards proving our theory that the Imperial 
Cave is linked to the Mammoth Cave by a series of smaller 
caves connected by siphons. 

(Continued on Page 29) 


THE JOURNEY into the siphon beneath a ceiling of stalactites. 
generous supply of rope was carried by each member. 


















REASURE is a word that appeals 

to those romantic instincts common 
to all, so it is not surprising that stories 
of golden cargoes gather round every 
ship which went down before any of us 
were born. Most of the cargoes are imag- 
inary, but some of them exist — or did 
exist. 

That they did is important. for noth- 
ing is more certain than that there would 
be attempts made to salve the cargoes of 
treasure ships in accessible positions as 
soon as possible after their loss. The 
art of diving is extremely ancient, and 
thousands of years ago there were pro- 
fessional divers who, like the native 
pearl divers of today. could hold their 
breath long enough to do snatches of 
work on the seabed. In Greek and Ro- 
man times leather air-bags, and air-bells 
upon legs which were lowered to the 
bottom so that the divers could duck 
their heads into them and refill their 
lungs several times before the air was 
expended, enabled divers to do real work 

and even to fight battles——on the 
bottom. 


By the 16th century diving bells were 
in use, and divers could work near these 
in helmets provided with compressed air 
from the bells. As most stories of Span- 
ish treasure galleons date from the 16th 
and 17th centuries, it will be seen that 
equipment then existed with which quite 
elaborate salvage operations were pos- 
sible providing the wrecks were in shel- 
tered positions and fairly shallow water. 
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Treasures 
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By KENNETH FENWICK 


31 years of research and experience on old ships and naval architecture have perh «ps, 


made Mr. Fenwick the most renowned and leading British authority of sub-surface 


We may be sure salvage would be at- 
tempted if a wreck was known to have 
enough treasure on board to make the 
effort worth while — Archibald Miller’s 
work in 1683 on the Spanish Armada 
wreck at Tobermory is well known, and 
as the galleon was not yet buried in the 
silt which now makes salvage so difficult 
and costly —as the Duke of Argyll is 
discovering—Miller’s work with a prim- 
itive diving bell has been the most pro- 
ductive. 

There are few reliable stories of treas- 
ure being salved from very old wrecks. 
for those who are successful prefer not to 
announce the fact as, however long treas- 
ure may have lain on the seabed some- 
one will come forward to claim it! 
Should some fortunate skin diver ever 
find a golden cargo, we may be sure the 
government claiming the territorial wa- 
ters in which it was found would demand 
a share, and the customs officers at 
whichever port he tried to land it would 
probably seize him upon some charge of 
illegally importing gold! 

This is assuming the treasure wreck 
was so old that there was no owner 
known and no existing insurance com- 
pany had paid out on the gold at the 
time of its loss. In any country with 
just laws these problems would be 
straightened out in time, but proceedings 
would probably be tedious and very 
profitable for the lawyers who argued 
! Therefore information about 


the case! 
genuine treasure salvage — apart from 


treasure and old wrecks. 


official and modern instances like the 
Laurentic and the Egypt —is difficult 
to obtain. 

Sightseers are a flattering, but 
troublesome, problem for divers who 
find old wrecks. A former R. A. F. of. 
ficer, Mr. Bob Lewis, who is a keen 
lung diver, and some associates, in July 
1955 found the remains of the British 
frigate Anson, which was wrecked in 
Mount’s Bay, Cornwall, on December 
29th, 1807. This was mentioned in some 
newspapers and for weeks afterwards 
he could hardly get near the wreck for 
the crowds of people on summer vaca- 
tion who came to see what they could 
of his operations, and a good deal of 
this interest was due to rumors of treas- 
ure. 


At New Year, 1807, the Anson had 
been at the capture of Curacoa, and one 
story says she had on board £1,000,000- 
worth of booty taken there, while the 
other claims that she was carrying the 
pay chest of the Atlantic Fleet. Alas! 
neither story will stand examination, for 
when she first came back from the West 
Indies she was docked at Plymouth for 
repairs and any treasure she brought 
would be landed there. Nor is the pay 
chest story much more likely, for ships’ 
crews were not then paid weekly, but at 
the end of a voyage or commission — 
so there would be no pay chest going to 
the Atlantic Fleet in the Anson or any 
other ship. She was, in fact, at the 
time of her loss on an ordinary routine 
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SELF CONTAINED Underwater Breathing Apparatus (SCUBA) enables mankind to swim and react as a fish underwater. 





» 


Above we 


find Bob Brown and Alex Scheflo from the USS Worcester gliding through the water in an attempt to find various forms of sea life or 


“Treasures of the Mind.” — U. S. Navy Photo. 


war-patrol in the approaches to the Eng- 
lish Channel. 

The finders know this — although 
newspapers still write glowingly of the 
“Million Pound Wreck” — but they in- 
tend to remove as much sand from the 
wreck as possible and to examine the re- 
mains as a matter of interest. So far, 
they have found a score of cannon, piles 
of round-shot, a 30-foot bronze bar, an 
anchor, and other oddments. but she 
broke up in heavy seas at the time of 
her loss, so little of the hull will remain 
inthe sand but the keel and lower plank- 
ing. 

But she will provide valuable exper- 
ince before going on to the more valu- 
able wrecks near her which did contain 
treasure at the time of their loss. In 1589 
a Spanish carrack of 300 or 400 tons 
labout twice that in modern marine 
Measurement) was captured off the 
Azores by English privateers and when 
she was being brought into Plymouth 
she was wrecked in Mount’s Bay with 
the loss of all on board save five or six 
men. She had a very rich cargo as well 
** “some silver and plate” and her cap- 
lin had “put an adventure into this 
thippe five and twenty thousand ducats,” 
but it is also on record that immediately 
after her wreck “some of her goods were 
saved,” 


Also in Mount’s Bay is a Spanish or 
Portuguese ship of 1750 with a reputed 
17.000.000 Spanish dollars on board. 
She struck under the cliffs directly below 
St. Winwalloe Church and in the course 
of time broke up, her treasure falling 
into a cavity in the rocks. From time to 
time it is said buckets full of 
have been dredged up in exceptionally 
calm weather, but the place is extremely 
dangerous for both boats and divers. Be- 
cause of this. attempts were made in 
1860 and 1907 to tunnel out from the 
shore under the rocks and get the treas- 
ure that way. In both cases the miners 
were washed out and most of the dollars 
may still be there, although many must 
by this time have washed away beyond 
recovery as dollars are sometimes found 
on the beach after storms. 

Yet another wreck in this bay is the 
troopship Susan and Rebecca which had 
on board 180 men of the 9th Light Dra- 
goons returning from South America 
and — according to the story — part of 
the plunder of Buenos Ayres. She struck 
on November 4th, 1807, and 28 soldiers 
were drowned, it is said because they 
filled their pockets and helmets with 
doubloons. A hundred years after her 


coins 


loss large golden doubloons, square in 


shape, were often washed up — but there 
has been no report of this wreck for 


many years past. so she is probably now 
deeply buried in sand or possibly broke 
up and scattered her contents early in 
this century. when the doubloons came 
We shall know when the finders 
of the Anson extend their operations to 
the area where she was wercked. 

Members of the British Sub-Aqua 
Club have in the summers of 1954 and 
1955 been seeking the wreck of the 
Santa Cruz which they went 
down in Cardigan Bay, Wales. with vast 
treasure on board, variously estimated at 
anything from £750,000 to £10.- 
000,000. In 1954 the Merseyside Branch 
thought the wreck had been located on 
a reef but could not prove it. and in 
June, 1955, the Midlands Branch chart- 
ered a trawler with the intention of try- 
ing their luck also, but up to the time 
of writing neither branch had been suc- 
cessful in establishing the identity of 
the wreck or in raising anything re- 
sembling treasure. 

Not far from the Santa Cruz should 
lie the remains of the Royal Charter, 
wrecked in 1859 when returning from 
\ustralia with successful cold-seekers 
and about £350,000 in gold. Shortly 
after the wreck the greater part was 
salved, but £50,000 was not accounted 


ash« re. 


believe 


(Continued on Page 31) 
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a sunk 
a skin 
thusia: 
By THOMAS McKINNEY Since the beginning of recorded his - 
g 1 


tory, man has pressed his pen to pape} 02. 
to unfold tales of fabulous fortunes inf, te 
buried treasure. Directions to the Ph@ search’ 
raohs’ fortunes of Egypt were chiselet 

in the stones of the pyramids; Indian Alth 
hieroglyphics could guide one to a secret with th 
hiding place; and many a pirate’s cache “ner 
of untold value was known only by the off Soi 
markings on an old map. As more ships that m: 
plied the waters of the New World, and plie du 
piracy and the sinking of ships laden 200 lan 
with gold and gems became more co@{ 7, }, 
mon, the greatest treasure of all ‘im§y, pu 





This is a guide to an estimated $200,000,000 in 
sunken treasure in the waters of Southern Califor- 
nia. There are over 200 sunken ships noted and 
many have fabulous treasure still in their hulls. 
The map also lists 20 sources of information and a 
list of 40 books on sunken ships, pirates, treasure 
and ship-recovery. 
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the oceans. 


When you have finished this tale we 
hope you will cast your lot with the 
adventurers of our day and be on your 
way to discovering part of the $200.- 
000.000—that is two hundred million 
dollars—in sunken treasure off the shores 
of Southern California. 


A few centuries ago men would pursue 
lost treasure by first finding, buying or 
stealing a treasure map or ship’s log or 
some document of dubious value. In 
this modern day, however, little credence 
is given to the so called “treasure map” 
whivh some nondescript character may 
clain he possesses. Today if one catches 
the fever to look for treasure or has the 
urg: for the romance of discovery, or 
just wants to get rich quick, he takes a 
more logical and scientific method to 
pursue his endeavor. 

At no time in history has man had 
moie scientific equipment at his disposal 
to explore the unknown and to unravel 
the mysteries of the past. With the ad- 
vent of radar, Geiger-counters, sonar and 
numerous electronic devises, the locating 
of long sunken ships can take on a more 
scientific form of exploration. The re- 
cent progress in underwater equipment 
for the skin diver and professional diver 
has made it possible for many more 
people to enjoy exploring the ocean 
depths. 


Such items as the underwater camera 
and television have increased the ac- 
curacy with which one can record and 
analyze one’s findings among the rocks 
and caverns beneath the surface of the 
ocean. Modern salvage methods and 
equipment such as the dredge. suction 
pump, diving bell, underwater tools, 
torches and lighting systems have in- 
creased the probability of recovery once 
a sunken ship has been located. With 
such progress it is no wonder that in- 
terest in searching for lost treasure has 
been greatly renewed. 


Where do you begin your search for 
asunken ship? In research. If you are 
askin diver, yachtsman, or aquatic en- 
thusiast, you have probably often won- 
dered what to do during some of those 
long winter months. Needless to say 
those months are ideal for your research 
so that you will be ready for the “real 
search” in the summer. 


Although there are Seven Seas, all 
with their own catch of ships, we have 
concerned ourselves only with the waters 
off Southern California. Here we find 
that man and nature have certainly sup- 
plied us with a bountiful quarry of over 
200 large ships. 


To begin your research you may go to 
the public library, museums, old mis- 








began accumulating on the bottoms of 


: 





SALLY MOEHLE, BEVERLY PAGE and JULIE VETTER prepare to “go under” at the 


Long Beach, Calif. Y.M.C.A. pool. Underwater classes are held here under the direction 


and supervision of Instructor Rory Page. 





sions, marine insurance companies. or 
various government offices. You may 
also write to the Library of Congress. 
the Smithsonian Institute, foreign gov- 
ernments or shipping firms. However. 
a great deal of your time may be saved 
as much of this preliminary research 
has been completed and is available for 
your benefit on the printed map which 
notes the general location of over 200 
sunken ships. In order to facilitate your 
research further, it also has a suggested 
list of over 20 different places and 40 
books from which you may obtain addi- 
tional information. 

As you spend your time writing to 
other countries around the world, search- 
ing through books and exchanging notes 
with other people, you will find that one 
or two ships will interest you more than 
the rest. Do not forget in your quest 
for gold that there is great value in an- 
tiques and museum pieces which may 
also be uncovered. 


While you are accumulating infor- 
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mation on ships. you will also want to 
investigate the latest in equipment and 
scientific devises which will assist you 
on your expeditions. The type of equip- 
ment that would best aid you in your 
search, would be dependent upon the 
circumstances surrounding your partic- 
ular problem, and a matter of personal 
preference. 

If you should be successful in your 
quest, fame and fortune are assured. 
And even though you may not find that 
elusive pot of gold, you will have en- 
riched your life with knowledge and 
spent many wonderful days of explora- 
tion aboard ship, at the shore. on an 
island and under the water. 

Many people go through life sitting 
and waiting for their ship to come in, 
but we hope you are among those with 
a spark of imagination and a zest for 
living. To those adventurous souls who 
embark on what may be a thrilling and 
profitable adventure. we wish you “Hap- 
py Hunting”. >= 
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Shin Diver 


In France 


By STAN WATERMAN 


The seventy-two foot motor sailor, 
“Little Vigilent”, was going to take us 
all the way from Breman, Germany, to 
the coral reefs of the Red Sea. The first 
part of the trip, which was almost com- 
pleted, extended from Breman to Mar- 
sailles, entirely by the canal and river 
system of Europe, through Germany and 
France. 

We entered France at Strasbourg and 
there decided that the two week ocean 
voyage behind us called for an interlude 
in Paris. Actually, since leaving Breman 
we had never been more than a hundred 
yards from the shore on either side of the 
boat. More often, land was an easy 
jump from the side. But the Siren’s 
song from Paris was compelling and I 
particularly wanted to pave our way 
for the anticipated diving along the Med- 
iterranean shore and finally in the Red 
Sea. 

Paris is a long way from the sea, but 
only geographically. On weekends and 
holidays in the summer, spear guns, fins, 
and snorkels are as thick in trains and 
cars heading south as skis on a “Snow- 
bunny Special” from New York to Stow 
at Christmas time. France was skin 
diving minded a good while before “frog- 
man” became a household word in the 
States. Today they have organized the 
sport to a degree of maturity that will 
amaze and—lI think—please most of us. 

The visiting skin diver who starts in 
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Paris will find that the wheels begin turn- 
ing with well-oiled efficiency at the office 
of Robert Gruss (17 Rue Jacob). He 
is vice president of the most remarkable 
skin diving club in the world, Club AlI- 
pin Sous-Marin of Cannes. 

Robert Gruss’ English is not extensive 

































and my French is non-existent. But en- 
thusiasm in a common interest bridged 
the gap. In a half hour pleasant chat 
at his office he familiarized me with 
diving facilities and conditions along the 
Riviera coast and undertook to write his 
colleagues, Mr. Broussard and Rebikoff, 


STAN WATERMAN and HENRI BROUSSARD in the club room of the Club Alpin Sous 
Marin examining amphora and other relics brought up from the depths of the Mediter- 
ranean by club members. 
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to prepare them for our arrival. We 
wished to take our boat over to Corsica 
for some preliminary diving. He would 
see that all the filled Aqua-Lung tanks 
we needed, plus additional equipment 
was at our disposal when we arrived 
there. 

We met again next morning at the 
offices of La Spirotechnique, 6 Rue Cog- 
nac-Jay, where I was introduced and 
shown all the latest available equipment: 
cameras, Rebikoff torpedoes, suits, reg- 
ulators, and such. Spirotechnique is the 
cent: al outlet in Paris (and France) for 
European diving equipment. And the 
equi)ment on display there would quick- 
en the pulse of even the most luke warm 
skin diver. I came away comparatively 
unscathed. 

Every problem in how to get started 
with our diving program in the Medi- 
terranean had been dissolved by Robert 
Gruss, a courteous and efficient person 
for 1 visiting skin diver to know. 


Unfortunately we never reached the 
sea with “Little Vigilent”. In September 
and October there is very little rain in 
the area of the Rhone glacier. So hun- 
dreis of miles away the Rhone River in 
France shrinks several feet and all south- 
bound traffic is stalled at Lyon. Our 
diving plans dimmed and finally van- 
ished. But I resolved that I would con- 
tinue on wheels to Cannes to extend my 
acquaintence with Club Alpine Sous- 
Marin. The name itself — Underwater 
Alpine Club — intrigued me. Further 
more, the reception in Paris caused me 
to anticipate a club that was unlike any- 
thine we have in the States. I was not 
disappointed. 


Every club that shows even the faintest 
pulse of life, is 99% of the time held 
together by one moving spirit. This is 
a somewhat bland generalization, I rea- 
lize, but the reader will understand what 
Imean. For Club Alpine Sous-Marin the 
outstanding spirit is Henri Broussard, 
an energetic, vital gentleman who is not 
only a veteran diver with hundreds of 
hours of deep diving experience, but an 
agile administrator who lends his non- 
diving, non-business time to the develop- 
ment and growth of his club. 


The club room is in the Martinez 
Hotel on Blvd. de la Croisette, which 
extends along the Cannes waterfront. On 
acrisp October afternoon I waited under 
the handsome metal sign (see picture) 
for Henri Broussard and his wife. They 
were making a special Sunday afternoon 
trip over to show me the club. The 
club room, itself, turned out to be a 
museum of amphora, Roman anchors, 
cannon, and other priceless relics combed 
from the bottom by the members. The 
walls were lined with pictures, many of 
which have become familiar to us in the 


books by Diole, Broussard, and Rebikoff. 


As we chatted I fired off routine ques- 
tions about number of members in the 
club, number of Aqua-Lungs available, 
etc. I got such non-routine answers as: 
one thousand members (approximately ) , 
fifty Aqua-Lungs, two compressors, three 
club motor boats, etc. He further ex- 


The Compleat 
GOGGLER 


ACT MCTID radia 
Watch for this book to be re- 
printed in “Skin Diver” beginning 


in the March issue. The Compleat 


Goggler is the first book ever writ- 
ten about gog 
hold your undivided attention from 


fishing and will 


beginning to end. This book i+ now 
out-of-print and much in demand 
the world over. “Skin Diver” is very 
fortunate in being able to bri 

text and illustrations of ‘this 

book to you. The Compleat Gog- 
gler will be published in four series. 
First issued in 1934, the book has 
never been equaled by any other... 
Watch for it... Starts in March!!! 


Exclusively in 
“THE SKIN DIVER” 





plained that both European and Ameri- 
can members, who spend the summer 
along the Riviera, frequently make their 
own yachts available to the club for more 
extensive expeditions (i.e. hunts for 
wrecks, salvage of amphora, etc.). 

By this point I was rather stunned with 





the unfolding picture of a club that has 
“everything”, and was on the verge of 
proposing my own immediate member- 
ship, when Henri invited me to see the 
filling station and equipment shop. On 
Rue d’Antibes, a few blocks away, a 
real filling station (with gas pumps and 
grease pits) has been partly taken over 
by air storage tanks, a loft stacked high 
with single, double, and triple tank units, 
and the club’s main compressor. This 
latter unit is the European version of the 
big Ingersoll-Rand and makes short work 
of filling the big storage cylinders. 

Surely the club’s most priceless asset 
is the one that cost them ‘nothing, a 
three month summer diving season, July 
through September, in which day after 
day is warm, calm, and clear. The 
weather is so reliable that small boats 
can venture far from home with com- 
plete safety. Now, in October, the div- 
ing was mostly finished with just a hard 
core of intrepid souls still making ex- 
cursions into the steel blue, cold waters 
off Cannes. With the Mistrals whipping 
down from the mountains in the west. 
the sea could be dangerous in a matter 
of hours. So I didn’t feel too badly 
about our own diving plans having mis- 
fired. 

October was a bad month to think 
of diving in France. But the warmth and 
generosity of Monsieur Gruss and Brous- 
sard’s reception to a wandering skin 
diver, apparently had no season. Per- 
haps it is men like these, with their ready 
interest in any fellow skin diver, who 
make a club really great. I hope that 
many who read this may some time soon 
enjoy the hospitality of Club Alpine 
Sous-Marin themselves. >» 





“Stop rushing me, Fred — I’m hurrying as fast as I can!” 
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WINTER 
UNDERWATER 


MINNESOTA Skin Divers Club — Club members brought this old 
boat up from the bottom of Christmas Lake, the frozen lake is 
about 20 miles west of Minneapolis.—Travis Photo. 













TWO MEMBERS of the Diving Jets of New Jersey comfortably 
pose on an ice laden jetty, just relaxing between their under- 
water excursions. 


WINTER WATER MEN — Lexington, Kentucky. Orville Reynolds 
lends a helping hand to William Fitzpatrick as they test their new 
rubber suits. Snow was on the ground and the temperature was 
in the 20s. — Hazel Fitzpatrick Photo. 


BUD JORDAN of Norwick. New York. has 
just emerged from his diving hole on 
Chenango Lake. Diving conditions: 26 gg 
inches of ice, 6 inches of snow, 28 degree 
water, 25 foot depth. , 
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PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR DIVING 
SAFETY AND COMMON ACCIDENTS 


On a health examination the following points are of great 
importance, and here is where the family physician can serve 
hest to prevent accidents. Perfect health is mandatory. The 
ideal type of individual is young, slender, and composed and 
with good vision. Obesity is a definite hazard, as fat tends to 
retain nitrogen. Since most obese individuals are usually out 
of condition, they are more prone to exhaustion. Exhaustion 
is one of the most common hazards to a diver. If treading 
through water is compared to continuously walking up stairs. 
it is easy to see that an individual must be in good condition 
to participate for any period of time. It becomes obvious that 
any type of chronic illness. such as arthritis, chronic otitis 
media or sinusitis, heart disease. asthma. syphilis, and chronic 
gastric intestinal disturbances, is apt to prove disastrous to a 
diver. Any nervous tendencies in an individual should prompt 
a physician to discourage him from diving. Nervousness and 
panic accelerate one’s metabolism and prevent clear thinking 


in situations where cool-headed thinking would otherwise pre- 





vent an unnecessary accident. Since most divers dive in teams, 
the frightened, nervous, or panicky individual can jeopardize 
the lives of others who may find it necessary to go to his 
assistance. Incidentally team diving is encouraged, and many 
times a diving buddy has been the one to assist an exhausted or 
frightened diver to the surface and safety. A prospective diver 
should, of course. know how to swim and be at home in the 


water. 


Clean living habits, adequate rest. and plain simple diets 
are to be encouraged. The effects of cigarettes and alcohol 
are well known. and the obvious circulatory retardation im- 
posed by them can be dangerous to divers. Individuals who 
tend to have excess intestinal gas or are prone to constipation 
should also be discouraged from diving. Head colds are par- 
ticularly detrimental in diving and may decrease pressure toler- 
ation on sinuses and ears. If eustachian tubes are sufficiently 
edematous so as to prevent equalization of pressure on the 
eardrums, rupture of the drums can promptly ensue with only 
5 to 10 lb. pressure. Under pressure an individual may also 
force infected mucus into the middle ear. sinuses. or lungs. 


with resulting infection occurring as a complication. 


By WILLIAM T. BURNS, M.D., Long Beach, Calif. 


Reprinted by permission from The Journal of the American Medical Association, Sept. 3, 1955, Vol. 159. 
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All 1956 Standard “Aqua Lung’ 

cylinders offer 5% More Air Capacity 

. longer dives than competitive units! 
(Increased from 2150 I.C.C. p.s.i. to 2250 
I.C.C. p.s.i.) All are made of galvanized, chrome 
molybdenum steel, equipped with the im roved 
harness with extra-wide shoulder bands The 
variety of Tank Blocks offered fits every div er’s 
need... and, every diver’s pocketbook 


FJ2—Navy Type Double Tank Block: $14 
EJ — Deluxe Single Tank Block with "J 
Navy Type Constant Reserve Valve: $8 
ER—Standard Tank Block with "R” Aut: 
matic Reserve Valve $65. 


































New '56 Regulator Mouth- 
piece and Hose Assembly. 











— U.S. Divers is celebrating its Tenth Ginititgeetiisess cath “R” Automatic Reserve Valve. The 

\ es @wc Jubilee Year...ten years which have proved all 1956 production new "O" Ring ‘which replaces Teflon 

¢ Regulators. Incorpo- Washer/seals perfectly..easily. Permits 

| to the sports world the mechanical excel- gues noe. retnen velves fingertip steachmege and removal of 

pa in DO om Saas ae Regulator from Tank Block. “R” 

lence and matchless performance of the “Aqua arenes scene Valve gives che diver adequate seserve 

. on J , ) ity the breathing hoses. : of air to return safely to the surface 

| Lung SCUBA. Ten years of Safety ior: Quality -..and X60 Mowthpiece ; . from any depth. Completely automatic. 

Dependability. Ten years of operation without one denesin~ inn lived 

casualty traced to mechanical failure. tion) $2.95 “J” Constant Reserve Valve, U. S. 

X60H~- Mouth- — pha mam ov 7 no = 
' ; , T iv > ;, ; ing replaces efion asher. 

| This year US. Divers offers a great, new expanded iow ant Hose neni Vase grees Gipes © tension, ote-ant 

| line built to the same exacting standards of perfection as plete) $9.95 "reserve of air. Manually operated by 

| . easily accessible pull rod. 


the original “Aqua Lung”. Nine important refinements 
! AGAIN make ‘Aqua Lung” the best SCUBA and the 
} Best Buy for 1956. 


wary Te 


DA” Aqua Lung” Regulator: 
$80.00. The famous two-stage 
Regulator, U. S. Navy used and 
approved .. . Ten years of fault- 
less performance. 


If you are a budget minded enthusiast, you can buy a 
complete “Aqua Lung” unit with the brand-new DY Regulator 





| with fiberglass housing, ‘“R’’ Automatic Reserve Valve ; : 

| & a ad ss E y DW Aqua Lung “Stream Air” Regulator: $65 
and the new Standard 2250 I.C.C. p.s.i. cylinder for only Navy chromed brass and stainless steel construction 

throughout. New advanced Cousteau-Gagnan pro- 


$110. 00 / cess. Features ease and naturalness of breathing, 


air economy. 


‘4 ‘ e py .$ 0 
THE LEADER OF THE LINE DY Aqua Lung “Jet Air’ Regulator: 4.5.0 
Improved Cousteau-Gagnan process. Fiberglass 


IS SCUBA AT ITS FINEST! housing; all chromed: brass and stainless steel 


ie mechanism. Easy breathing, economizes air. 
The Standard Navy Unit. , 


This type unit represents the equipment 
now used by the American, British, French 
and Canadian Navies. Assembly consists of 
the DA Two-Stage Regulator, FJ2 Double 
Tank Block with “J” Constant Reserve Valve 
permits dives of 140 minutes duration. 


DA-FJ2 Dealt Tank a Lung”, 











W eight Belts are neces 
Sary to gain “neutral 
buoyancy’ for effortless 
motion underwater. 
New scientific design 
prevents weights from 
slipping onthe belt and 
from pinching body. 
M-LD 8 Lb. Lead 
Weight Belt: $9.95 
M-CI 8 Lh. Cast Iron 
Weight Belt: $5.95 


FOR SAFETY’S SAKE 
Pressure in the cylinder 
must be checked before 
each dive. The 56 Pres 
sure Gauge and all Filler 
Attachments are equip 
ped with the new 
“bleeder valve” which 


Cahety... Quality. 1 Setihiadine 
, breaks the air pres 
sure and permits finger 
tip removal after use. 
~ * “P” Pressure Gauge 


2° (with new “bleeder 
manufacturers of the famous aqua-lIungs ee 


11201 West Pico Boulevard « Los Angeles 64, California SCUBA 
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CY—Cyrano Dive Mask: $4.95 


city Ingenious Gostan with flexible built-in 
bits! nose, permits diver to grasp nose and 
50 blow outward to relieve pressure on the 
Me ears. Widest vision, shatterproof lens. 
ved 
The 
er's 


SM-B — 7977 Dive Mask, Blue, or 





514 white {WJ: $4.95. Expert skin divers. 
sp vorld-wide prefer the famous French 
$8 Squale. Navy Endorsed. Finest in design 
and quality. Solid stainless steel rim, 
Lute shatterproof glass lens. . — 
CM-D — Champion Deluxe Dive Mask. In the exciting field of 
Specify Blue {B}, Green {G}, or White underwater sports, your 
«The {W}: $4.95. A finely styled, roomy greatest assurance of safety 
lon mask that fits any face with a firm, lies in the integrity and reputation 
: cushiony seal. Features shatterproof he f h ¢ f. , P 
_— glass lens, stainless steel pressure of the firm that manu actures your equip- 
i. band and new split headband with ment. That company’s devotion to quality 
R moet efficient locking device. : ‘ : : 
eve — Champion Junior Dive and its record of safety are the most important 
face Mask: $3.50. Sinlalees ceocl’ sins components in the gear you buy. 
atic h f gl 1 , ‘ 3 
CM-S- Champion Standard Dive With its consistent record of proven safety and 
§ Mask: $3.95 trouble-free performance, U.S. DIVERS offers you 
oO” ~~ CM-L—Corsair Swim Mask: the highest quality accessory equipment whose 
ey $2.95. Lucite Lens. dependability and perfection ened ‘life insurance” in 
one all underwater sports activities 
y . . . . . . 
1688 —“Aqua-Eye” Camera Now U. S. Divers is premiering an entire line of under- 
7 Case: $6.95. Amazing GE sili- water accessory equipment manufactured to the same unyielding 
cone construction. Camera con- standards of perfection as the world famous “Aqua Lung”’ Scuba. 
trols are easily accessible through E é f ‘ 
tor: port. pe a a ee Soon your local dealer will be featuring this new line of 
age , ' equipment on his shelves. Look for it in the bright, new four-color 


packages. Or, write today for a free catalog with complete details. 





d : Y-105— Watch Case: $7.95. Sturdy 
$65 7 “-e Ni chromed brass construction with “ 


Ring; heavy shatterproof crystal. will PF-S Power Dive 






tion house and keep watch dry underwater. Foot Fin: $7.95 
ro 
aan Sleek, black rubber 
Y-102 — Combination Compass and with stiffness in fin 
| Depth Gauge: $18.95. A precision instru- e blade sad supporting 
|,00 ment of new, improved design. Chromed MF-S Manatee pore east pen . a 
' brass construction with luminous dial. . Standard Fin: $7.95 B _pteaipetos _ A 
E er Measures depth to 300 feet. : CUES PLEVERS CB 
stee 


: A coral, etc. Extra rib 
Giant Fin: $11.95 support under foot 


A-RS —“Aqua Lung” 
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eces Snorkel: $1.95. All rub- Suqesionend Gvges Seer =. pee ce 
asa ber, straight type, design : casas ie sie cam and snap. Here’s top 
aaa veteran skin divers favor. 7 a gpm Special — quality, beauty, effici- 
ater H-SP — Hawaiian rubber, scientific design afford flexible, effort- ency at popular price. 
alan Swim Pipe: $1.95. less action. Extra roomy foot pocket gives Great, new adjustable foot fins, starting at 
from Big %” plastic tube, rub- comfortable fit with Frogman Suit. $2.95 (Junior). $3.95 (Standard). 
i ber ball valve in plastic 

= case. Gum rubber spit- ‘ 
dy. valve and headband, non- The famous “Champion” Ar- 
ad \, toxic mouthpiece. balete Spearguns. The original, 
.95 . (Swim Pipes and rubber-powered Arbalete cross- 

I % Snorkels starting bow, imported from France, the 

ron at $1.00) most efficient underwater spear- 
95 gundeveloped. Silent,weightless 

under water, effortless to handle. 
Non-corrosive. floats once spear is 

\KE released. 1501 Standard Arbalete: $19.95 

inder 1502 Deluxe Arbalete: $24.95. 1503 Jun- 
efore ior Arbalete: $17.50. 1504 Baby Arbalete: 

Pres $13.95. H-SG Hawaiian Sling Speargun: $3.95 
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' Northeast 


Council 


By GARNETT £. MAJOR and 
JOHN M. ERVING 


Although it was predicted that skin 
diving would never become a popular 
sport in the cooler waters of northeastern 
United States, today thousands of divers 
are enjoying this great new sport 12 
months of the year. The rapid rise in 
interest brought with it accidents and 
other unfavorable publicity which threat- 
ened further advancement in the entire 
area. Skin divers were unduly accused 
of committing acts detrimental to good 
sportsmanship by commercial fishing 
and lobster groups. 


A group of diving enthusiasts, noting 
possible extensive restrictions on the 
sport, banded together to form the North- 
east Council of Skin Diving Clubs, Inc. 
They felt that this undue publicity could 
be offset by an affirmative program of 
public education and public service. In 
addition, the council could serve by 
bringing the divers together, adopting 
standards in safety and sportsmanship. 
conducting tournaments which would 
bring the sport into the public eye. assist- 
ing in forming local clubs, and testing 
new and unproved equipment introduced 
on the market. For these reasons, the 
Northeast Council was born. 


The first major event was the North- 
east Council Fresh Water Treasure Hunt 
held at Lake Winnepausakee, New 
Hampshire on July 31, the first derby 
of its kind to be held in the United 
States. Two separate events highlighted 
the program, one for skin divers and one 
for Scuba divers. Two sets of aluminum 
discs with coded numbers and varying 
point values were planted on the lake 
bottom in an area roughly 100 by 200 
yards. The 56 entrants working in pairs 
and using underwater slates and pencils 
searched them out and recorded the 
numbers. 

Because of the reputation earned at 
the treasure hunt, the council was invited 
to direct the East Coast Individual Spear- 
fishing Championships at Watch Hill, 
R. I. on August 28. This was in co-spon- 
sorship with Mr. Steven Tjaarda of 
Oceanic Research Associates and Mr. & 
Mrs. Ed LeTurney of the Watch Hill 
Aqua Shop. 72 divers from 7 eastern 
states competed for the four trophies 
awarded for spearing the heaviest single 
fish. 


The 1955 tournament season was con- 
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Left to right as you look at picture: Eldred Field, attorney for the council, Donald 


Lamont, Elman Myers, James Cahill, John Erving, Donald Robinson, standing. 
Erving S. Pfau, Percy Kingsley, Pat Cacciapaglia, proxy for Norman 


Garnett Major. 


cluded with the spectacular Northeast 
Council Individual Spearfishing Cham- 
pionship held September 11 at Gay Head 
on the island of Martha’s Vineyard, 
Mass. The host club was the Vineyard 
Vikings. Headquarters was established 
at Wally Tobin’s Beach shop in Vineyard 
Haven, one of the best equipped aqua 
shops on the east coast offering every 
convenience possible to the divers from 
air to minute spear parts. Many of the 
106 contestants came with their families 
and made a week-end of it. 

Prizes valued at more than $1000.00 
were awarded. First prize of a one week 
vacation for two at the famous Seahorse 
Motel in Marathon, Florida, was won 
by Dan Prescott of Providence, R. I. 
Accomodations at the Seahorse were do- 
nated by Cal and Wes Bartelt, owners, 
and round-trip air transportation via 
Eastern Airlines was given by the coun- 
cil. Mr. and Mrs. Prescott enjoyed this 
holiday in the Keys from December 15 
to 24. 

Second prize of one Scott Hydro-Pak, 
donated by the Scott Aviation Corp., was 
won by Denis Hurley of Hartford, Conn. 
Third prize of a 1956 model Divair went 
to Miss Myrtle Gagne, the only woman 
participant, also of Hartford, Conn. 
Fourth prize of a 100 Fathom under- 
water watch donated by Healthways went 
to Franklyn Vogel of Kearny, N. J. 

In many of the eastern states rumors 
are rampant among the lobstermen about 
the exorbitant number of lobsters that 


Seated: 
Schiff, and 


are being taken, particularly those that 
are stolen from traps by skin divers. Last 
July the Northeast Council offered a 
$50.00 reward for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of any skin 
diver caught molesting, robbing, or oth- 
erwise tampering with lobster pots. This 
has served to squelch many of these 
damaging rumors and has received much 
good publicity through the press and 
the various state conservation Depart- 
ments. We are happy to say that the 
reward has not yet been applied for. 

When all the greater Boston beaches 
were closed to use by skin and scuba 
divers, a committee of officers from the 
council met with Commissioner Kelleher 
of the Metropolitan District Commission, 
and succeeded in having the beaches re- 
opened to responsible divers using ap- 
proved equipment. This accomplish- 
ment allowed many divers to again par- 
ticipate in the sport in the heavily pop- 
ulated Boston area. 

The late summer floods here in the 
east provided skin divers with the oppor- 
tunity of gaining some much needed 
public goodwill. LIFE magazine and a 
number of national and local newspapers 
carried stories and pictures of the heroic 
deeds of the Worcester (Mass.) Frog- 
men and the Fitchburg (Mass.) Shark- 
men. As a result of this, the council is 
now engaged in drawing up an overall 
program with Mr. Albert O’Connor, !i- 
rector of Region One (New England. 
New York, and Jersey), of Federal Civil 
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Defense. This program, when in opera- 
tion, will make available to the local 
units a wide variety of equipment that 
would otherwise be difficult or costly to 
obtain. It will include such things as 
compressors, air bottles, and in some 
cases trucks that are fully equipped with 
askin divers needs. Such a truck is now 
in operation in Leominster, Mass., where 
the Fitchburg Sharkmen have it at their 
disposal for practice drills and other 
club functions. 

The council will serve as official liai- 
son agency between Federal CD and the 
divers in the 8 state area. This step 
alone will go far toward having the sport 
acce)ted and adopted as a vital part of 
our national welfare. 

The Northeast Council was recently 
notified by the International Underwater 
Spearfishing Association, A.A.U. that the 
1956 national championships will be di- 
rected by the Northeast Council. This 
is the first time that a tournament of 
this magnitude has been held on the east 
coas!. More news of this event, time. 
place, and eliminations, will be carried 
by the Skin Diver at a later date. 

Although it was originally intended 
that the council would accept only club 
memberships, it was apparent in the be- 
ginning that the number of clubs was 
small. As a result, the biggest majority 
of members were independent. Since 
then. the council has been instrumental 
in bringing the independents together 
and assisting them in forming local 
groups. In the future, individual mem- 
berships will be welcomed on a non vot- 
ing basis, at $3.00 per year. 

The governing body of the council is 
the board of delegates. These representa- 
tives are selected from the local clubs 
in the following way. We recognize a 
cub as being a group of divers consist- 
ing of 5 members. They do not have to 
be formally organized with constitutions, 
charters, etc., but who usually dive to- 
gether. For the first five members of 
each local club, they may send one vot- 
ing delegate to the council. For each 
additional 10 members, they are entitled 
to another delegate. The number of del- 
gates is determined by the number of 
local members that are paid up members 
of the council. Club members are ad- 
mitted at $2.00 per year. 

Membership is open to anyone over 
8 years of age. Applicants are accepted 
vetween 16 & 18 years of age if they 
are members of a recognized club. 

The official address for the council is 
Northeast Council of Skin Diving Clubs, 
Inc.. P. O. Box 42, Shawsheen Village. 
Mass. 

In conclusion, we invite all skin divers 
and interested parties in the northeast 
0 join with us in aiding this great new 
port in becoming a major national past- 
lime, > 
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JOHN STEEL — only has to work from memory in order to paint the covers that have 


become so popular with the readers of Skin Diver. 








:. bait * 
CHUCK BLAKESLEE, co-publisher of 
Skin Diver, examines a WW II mine 
washed ashore at Laguna Beach. Calif. 
Demolition crews later disarmed the mine. 


CAVE DIVING 


(Continued from Page 17) 

“We hope to explore the new cave, 
and could possibly find a new cave 
system. 

“Everything went according to plan. 
When we set out on this project there 
was the possibility that we would find 
nothing except one long siphon linking 
the two caves. Now we are very pleased.” 

Don Linklater, secretary of the Un- 
dersea Explorers’ Club, said, “It is an 
entirely different feeling to swimming 
in the sea. When you’re swimming un- 
der the sea you know that if anything 
goes wrong you can go up and there'll 
be air there, but underground you know 
that if something goes wrong you can’t 
always get to air.” 

Cave diving is a “sport” developed 
since the war. There are groups of these 
divers in Europe. particularly France, in 
Britain and in America, but little has 
previously been done in Australia. >= 





ANNA MANN, trying to 
pose in spite of her 
buoyancy, in the Hol- 
landes Keys. San Blas 
Islands, Panama. 
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Fig. A 


Do Not Use This 
Type of Buckle 


FIG. B 
Pilots Quick 


Release Buckle 


Fig. C — release buckle can be constructed from a good coat hanger if no other material is available. It is advisable, however, to use 
4” steel or brass rod or a slightly heavier material. The material used must be cylindrical and of rigid composition. Adjust weight belt 














so it fits securely. This buckle is recommended by the Aqua Guards. 


Quick Release Buckle — Assembled Side View 
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FIG. C 
Disassembled Top View 
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Assembled Top View 





For Safety in Diving... 


TRAINING 
IS 
THE ANSWER 








CONTACT: Your local Red Cross, Y.M.C.A., 
Dept. of Parks and Recreation, Los Angeles, 
California, or a local diving club for further 
information. 











at the Kings Point Merchant Marine Academy 
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STUDENTS being familiarized with all typ 
of SCUBA equipment through the Los Ang 
County, SCUBA and Skin Diving Instructo 
program. 


DICK FERG instructing some of the Long Island 
Dolphins Inc. members at their SCUBA course 





Pool.—Photo by George Knobloch, Jr. 
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TREASURES 


(Continued from Page 19) 


for and may still be there. On the other 
hand it may not, for it is known that 
beach-combers reaped a very rich har- 
vest. 

It may be wondered why when there 

gre hundreds of wrecks of all periods 
around the British coasts so few efforts 
have been made in recent times and with 
modern equipment to salve the treasures 
some of them must contain. As suggested 
above. the most valuable would be at- 
tempted by the legal owners immediately 
after their loss, and most of the others 
is too great a gamble to appeal to pro- 
fessional salvage contractors, who are 
practcal business men, preferring the 
less uncertain jobs which provide them 
and their divers with daily bread. Owing 
to the cost and difficulties of operations 
with the normal helmet type of dress, 
amateurs have had no chance to take 
part until the invention of scuba. Even 
with it, British waters are the reverse 
of ideal for skin diving and for any ser- 
ious work a full frogman dress, worn 
over thick woolens, is necessary. 
Some old wrecks have been quietly 
nd and plundered of treasure. There 
the case of a poor farmer who used 
swim in a certain cove regularly and 
ce let slip something about having 
nd an old wreck. Suddenly he re- 
d to talk about it and shrugged the 
ng aside. Since this was some years 
ago, before the days of aqua lungs, 
whatever he found must then have been 
exposed and in shallow water, for he 
suddenly became well-off and bought a 
farm, later selling it and going out to 
Australia. 





42’ DIVING CRUISER 


MARAY 


Fully Equipped 
For SKIN DIVING and 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 


Compressor Now Aboard for 
UNLIMITED AIR REFILLS 


WINTER CHARTER RATE $85.00 
Owner-Skipper Mart Toggweiler 












Phone: Hemlock 49664 
400 Bolsa Ave., Seal Beach, Calif. 
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There is also a romantic story dating 
from somewhere about the middle of 
last century. No definite date or loca- 
tion can be given as the fortunate diver 
concerned was wary about handing out 
much information, from which it may be 
guessed that he believed some treasure 
still remained. This diver, John Gann, 
of Whitstable, in Kent, was engaged in 
ordinary salvage work on the Galway 
coast and during visits to the local bar 
became friendly with an Irish fisherman 
who confided that he knew where there 
was “an Armada ship.” 


They decided that whenever Gann had 
time off from his ordinary work they 
would seek this wreck and share any 
treasure found. Going in the fisherman’s 





boat, they dragged the area very care- 
fully with grapnels and after several 
weeks of disappointment and hooking 
the wrong obstructions, they at last hook- 
ed a wreck. Gann went down and found 
the rotting remains of what he described 
as a very old ship and amongst these 
were several keg-shaped heaps of Span- 
ish dollars, the wood having crumbled 
away and left the coins “cemented” to- 
gether by corrosion and sea-growths. 
These he shared with the fisherman, 
Gann using his to build a street of houses 
in Whitstable which he named “Dollar 
Row.” The nature of the coins shows that 
the ship must in fact have been of later 
date than the Spanish Armada. 


There is no coast in the world which 
does not offer interesting or valuable 
old wrecks to the amateur diver. Even 
countries as recently colonized as South 
Africa and Australia have numerous 
treasure wrecks, for long before white 
men settled there East Indiamen plied 
those seas and often came to disaster 
on uncharted coasts. 


The American continent should be 
especially rich, for it was the source of 
the gold and silver which freighted the 
Spanish treasure fleets. Many of these 
ships must have left their bones there 
as well as amongst the West Indian 
islands and off the Florida coast. How 
the finding of one could bring wealth 
was shown in 1687 when William Phips, 
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later Governor of Massachusetts, salved 
the treasure from a Spanish galleon, 
making a fortune for himself and his 
backers. 

Apart from treasure in money there 
is also what the Aqua Lung master J. Y. 
Cousteau calls “treasures of the mind”, 
and it is in these that the present writer 
is most interested. If in seeking them 
golden treasure should be found, well 
and good; but the quest for knowledge of 
old ships, their equipment, and the men 
who sailed in them, or for historic relics, 
can give a pleasure and satisfaction un- 
connected with intrinsic value. 


Mr. Edwin Link, chairman of a U. S. 
airline company, who in April, 1955, 
announced his intention of seeking the 
grave of Columbus’ Santa Maria at Lem- 
onade Reef, Haiti, is as surely in quest 
of treasure as those who search for 
golden galleons— and what a treasure 
even the smallest relic of that historic 
ship would be! So too was the Monitor 
Historical Society of Dundee, Michigan, 
when its founder. Mr. Raynor T. McMul- 
len, offered $1,000 to anyone finding the 
wreck of the “Yankee cheese box on a 
raft” which fought the Merrimac in 
1862 in the first battle between ironclad 
ships. So also were the two young U. S. 
Marine Corps divers who on July 17, 
1955, claimed to have found the Monitor 
and to have dived to her, but were not 
interested in the $1,000, saying that 
their reward would be to see her raised 
and preserved as a museum-piece. 


Some day a North American skin 
diver may find the remains of a Viking 
ship to prove that the old sagas which 
tell of voyages to Vinland the Good re- 
call visits to New England. On the west 
coast oriental wrecks may perhaps prove 
that Chinese or Japanese mariners in 
ancient times reached America. Perhaps 
the sea will solve the mystery of Quetz- 
alcoatl, the bearded white god of ancient 
Mexico whom some think may have been 
a European castaway on the Central 
American coast centuries before Colum- 
bus. When the sea gives up its wrecks 
many things now unguessed may have 
to be added to the history books. 


The finding of any wreck which may 
be older than about 1600 should be re- 
ported to a museum or other learned 
institution and reserved for examination 
by experts. The wreck of the little 
Sparrow-Hawk of 1626* provided valu- 
able evidence for the reconstruction of 
small ships of her time, and older wrecks 
would be more valuable still. 


The amateur diver is much more like- 
ly to find such “treasures of the mind” 
than galleons laden with gold but, if 
expertly examined and salved, these 
could be very greatly rewarding. > 


*Sparrow-Hawk, a 17th century vessel in 20th century 
America’’, The American Neptune, vol. 13, p. 56. 








| RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER 


Scientific Underwater Research Enterprises 
1740 Westridge Rd. Los Angeles 49, Calif. 
Phone — GR. 2-3253 


For diver and equipment up to 500 feet in depth ; : 

Completely equipped including trailer for easy transfer Pete NN 
p y For diver and equipment 

| Write for complete information and literature to 500 feet in depth | 














| PESCASPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 
American Representative: 


One Year Subscription — $5.00 GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 
Manuscripts and photographs from the c/o a 
U. S. and Canada welcomed. Lynwood, Calif. 
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| IT’S EASY to buy your lung at 
; UNDERWATER SPORTS SHOP 


! DESCO — AQUA-LUNG — DIVAIR — SCOTT — NORTHILL 








| NO UOWN PAYMENT 


UNDERWATER SPORTS SHOP 
5914 E. 2nd Street, Long Beach 3, Callf. @ Phone: HEmlock 37575 © Open Sundays 

















The COMPLEAT GOGGLER Starts in March 





The SKIN DIVER Magazine 
Box 128 
Lynwood, California 
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l-yr. $3 2-yr. $5 5-yr. $10 
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1956 East Coast 


Underwater 
Championships 


Plans are underway to prepare for the 
1956 East Coast Championships. Last 
years national champions were froin the 
East Coast and the East Coast «lubs 
would like to see that happen agaii. To 
that end a tentative working committee 
composed of delegates from East (oas 
clubs was set up on December 10 to plan 
for this years meet. 

The Long Island Dolphins, who have 
been elected to sponsor the 1956 neet, 
feel that with the rapid growth of spear. 
fishing on the East Coast, there are ‘any 
more clubs interested in competitive 
spearfishing than have participated in 
the last three championships held under 
its direction. 

To insure that the 1956 meet is repre 
sentative of the entire East Coast area 
sectional contests have been proposed. 
It is felt that all interested teams will be 
able to enter these local contests. and 
only the winning first and second place 
teams will be required to travel the great- 
er distances to the final East Coast meet. 


These sectional contests will be under 
the sponsorship of a club which is lo 
cated in one of the four general areas 
of the East Coast. The tentative cates 
for the Contests; for the sectional run 
off, July 1; for the East Coast Meet, 
July 8. With a list of interested teams 
the working committee of the delegate 
from the East Coast clubs will be abl 
to formulate more definite plans for the 
local contests. To insure a_ successful 
and well run meet. we must have there 
fore, by February 15, the names and at: 
dresses of clubs on the Eastern Atlanti 
Coast which are interested in entering 
a team in the 1956 East Coast meet. 


All clubs contacting us will be ol 
an application blank and copy of the 
AAU rules which cover competitivé 
spearfishing. In addition, they will b4 
put in contact with the club in theif 
local area which will sponsor the sec 
tional contest which will lead up to the 
East Coast Meet. 

Please address all inquiries to: EAS] 
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ING ASSN., 1956 East Coast Meet. Bot 
165, Flushing, New York. Paul R. Co 
President, The Long Island Dolphins 
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WATER 


POLLUTION 
By JOHN LOGAN 


Shall we start today to reverse the 
trend of increasing the pollution of our 
beaches and aquatic sport waters? OR 
shall we abandon fifty miles of world 
renowned aquatic recreational areas 
from Palos Verdes to Malibu? 

The city of Manhattan Beach, Mayor 
T. Fave and City Manager L. Swanson 
are s)earheading a battle to prevent in- 
creased pollution of the Santa Monica 
Bay ly the City of Los Angeles. This is 
not a new thing. intense complaints have 
been voiced many times since 1912 when 
the facilities at Hyperion first became 
a pollution nuisance. Our Santa Monica 
Bay |eaches have been quarantined and 
swimming prohibited for months on end 
by the State Board of Health. The devas- 
lation of sewage pollution to marine 
life at one point along our coast has 
been proven to thousands of skin divers 
who used to dive there. Not even the 
kelp could survive! The abalone shrunk 
in their shells and starved to death! 
Laree numbers of dead and sick lobsters 
have been washed ashore! The Califor- 
nia Council of Skin Diving Clubs is ser- 
ious!y considering a plan to remove the 
few remaining abalone from the outer 
limits of the infected area and replant 
them in an uncontaminated location. 

\t the present time the solution of 
the problem is in the hands of the State 
Water Pollution Control Board. At a 
meeting held in Los Angeles 7 December 
1955 the board upheld the appeal of the 
anti-pollution forces to review the “Re- 
quirements for Disposal of Treated Sew- 
age into the Pacific Ocean at Hyperion 
by the City of Los Angeles.” These re- 
quirements had been drawn up by the 
Regional board (local) number four. 
It was this same board that allowed the 
pollution conditions to arise and con- 
tinue all these years. 

The Cities of Manhattan Beach, Her- 
mosa Beach, Redondo, Torrance, Santa 
Monica, The Playa Del Rey Civic Im- 
provement Association, South Bay Board 
of Realtors, Ocean Fish Protective As- 
sociation, California Council of Conser- 
vation Clubs. California Wildlife Fed- 
eration, Associated Sportsmen of Cali- 
fornia and Council of Skin Diving Clubs 
and many sportsmens’ clubs such as the 
Sea Lancers of Santa Monica have 
Voiced approval of this view and are 
recommending that NO SEWAGE SOL- 
IDS SHOULD BE DUMPED INTO 
SANTA MONICA BAY. 

The alternative process 
consideration and trial is 
“Standard Rate Activated 


offered for 
called the 
Sludge”’ 











LOVELY GINGER STANLEY, who holds the World’s underwater distance record (7 


miles) “bubbles” with enthusiasm as she answers the questions of NBC announcer. from 
beneath the surface of the water at Florida’s Silver Springs. Picture was made during an 
underwater interview, broadcast by Monitor on Sunday, September 18th, 1955, at 8:30 


p.m. Announcer is Warren Prince. 





which would remove all solids from the 
sewage and convert them into usable 
fertilizer at a guaranteed market price 
that would reduce the cost of present 
sewage treatment! Even the Los An- 
geles City Engineer has recommended a 
trial of the “Activated Sludge” 

which has proven so very successful in 
large eastern cities such as Milwaukee, 


process 


Chicago, ete. 


Many communities surrounding Los 


Ig 
Angeles County are in distressing need 
of water. They have repeatedly asked to 
be allowed to use the sewage effluent to 
raise the level of the water table and for 
irrigational purposes. Santa Ana at pres- 
ent is buying water pumped from outside 
the State to pump into the ground to 
raise the level of the water table. The 
sewage effluents could be perfectly puri- 
fied in cost-free underground filtering 
and would only have to be pumped one 
tenth the distance. 


Conservation, common sense, sanita- 
tion, and economics all demand the pro- 
posed method be given a trial to prove 
its worth especially since NO CHANGE 
IN THE PRESENT installation would be 
necessary. Why spend millions of dollars 
to magnify and increase the mistakes al- 
ready made at Hyperion? 

Will all club secretaries and _ inter- 
ested individuals (any diver who ever 
dives at Palos Verdes or Malibu) please 
write or telegraph to the “State Water 
Pollution Control Board” Room 610. 
714 Capitol Ave., Sacramento 14, Calif. 
and tell them to prevent all sewage solids 
and only unobjectionable effluents being 
disposed of in Santa Monica Bay. 

There are many other areas in this 


great nation of ours that are being sim- 
ilarly destroyed by the “progress” of 
man. Can we as sportsmen and nature 
lovers endeavor to direct this progress to 
construction instead of destruction in 
our rivers, lakes and shore lines? > 





MY REPUTATION 
YOUR GUARANTEE 


Note from a 
Satisfied Customer: 


Two weeks ago | mailed you my regu- 
lator for overhaul. | have received it 
back in good shape and | might add | 
am very pleased with the cost of this 
job. | had expected to pay much more. 


M/Sat. J. Mallock. 


@ AQUA-LUNG RENTALS 
® DIVING LESSONS 

© INFORMATION 

© IMPORTS 


Almost everybody visits the friendly 
Florida Frogman when they come to 
Miami. Catalog and copy of the Deep 
Sea Digest, 30c, deductible from first 
purchase. 


THE FLORIDA FROGMAN 


9302 S. Dixie Hwy., U.S. 1, 
South Miami at Kendall, Florida 
MOhawk 1-1467 
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UNDERWATER 
BOOK SHELF 


Order One or All of These 
Books For Your Sub-sea 
Library ... 


Book +1... 











derwater 


yorapliy 
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phot 





Just published — this new guide for 
skindivers who want to photograph 
their activities and the sights under 
the sea. All the latest information on 
equipment and techniques of subma- 
rine photography and movie making. 
Well illustrated. 128 pages, slick 
paper. Send today for A GUIDE 
TO UNDERWATER PHOTOG- 
RAPHY. 


only $195 postpaid 
Book #2... 


NEW THRILLS 
AWAIT YOU 
WITH 


AMERICAN 

SEASHELLS 

By 

R. Tucker 

Abbott é 
This beautiful blg book, 541 pages plus 
80 pages of color and black plates, paint- 
ings and drawings, covers definitive iden- 
tifications of some 500 varieties on 
Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coast shores. 


A big $12.50 value 


Book #3... 


SKIN DIVING AND EXPLORING 

UNDERWATER 

By John Sweeney 

176 pages, 8 illustrations 
In this handy manual you’re told exactly 
what systems, practices, precautions, and 
techniques the sport of skin diving de- 
mands. The author explains how to use 
flippers, snorkel, and face mask for sim- 
ple dives, and gives complete instructions 
on using the Aqua-Lung and more ad- 
vanced equipment—plus signals divers and 
their tenders rely on for communication. 
Just $3.50 
Use Coupon Below When Ordering!! 


(SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESEEEEEE SEES SESE ESSE eeeeeEEe 

Skin Diver 

Underwater Book Shelf 

Box 128 — Lynwood, Calif. 
C) Book #1, $1 
O) Book #2, $12 
0) Book #3, $3.5 

Make all checks payable to ‘Skin Diver’; pay- 

ment must accompany order 
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DEEP BREATHING .. . 


(Continued from Page 15) 


enced this on the surface, with snorkel 
in the air but not blown out, I am con- 
vinced should it occur beneath the sur- 
face, the diver would not be able to sur- 
face unaided. This is but a single in- 
dividual’s experience but warrants con- 
sideration as a possible hazard to be 
reckoned with in setting your margins. 


The greater depths made possible by 
preliminary deep breathing also make 
possible decompression effects not nor- 
mally experienced in free diving. This 
has been mentioned in skin diving liter- 
ature and | can verify from personal 
experience that decompression effects 
can abruptly block nerve centers while 
surfacing rapidly from a deep dive. I 
now make it an invariable practice to 
slow my ascent gradually from 30 feet 
and float relaxed from 15 feet to the 
surface. I have found that maximum 
distance can be covered if you slow your 
rate of exertion towards the end of a 
dive. I recommend that any time you 
cease swimming and relax during a dive, 
you form the familiar OK gesture with 
a hand in view of your safety man. It 
won't do you any good but he'll probably 
appreciate it. 

The deep dives made possible by pre- 
liminary deep breathing exposes the 
diver to “squeeze.” The depth at which 
squeeze occurs can vary a surprising 
amount and catch you off guard. I rec- 
ommend that you continuously equalize 
pressure in your mask as you descend 
and immediately cease descending when 
you cannot equalize. There is no con- 
venient way to find out how much 
squeeze you individually can tolerate, 
and the bottom of a dive is no place to 
find out. 


Remember deep diving differs basic- 
ally from recognized competitive events 
such as jumping or running. In most 
sporting events, you do your best and 
if it’s not good enough you simply don’t 
win or don’t set a record. Deep dives 
are more like “Russian Roulette.” Here 
you determine what you must be capable 
of before you have done it. If you don’t 
perform up to your expectations your 
life is in the hands of your diving buddy, 
and if you haven’t established any safe 
guards you'll never have a chance to 
try again. Even if your buddy has a 
lung to give you air, if you decide to 
break off the dive too late, most of the 
margin that the success of artificial res- 
piration hinges upon is already used up. 

There is no such thing as a true rec- 
ord skin dive. No such competitive sport 
event exists. Should you try to set a 
“record,” you are competing with men 

(Continued on Page 36) 











SKIN DIVING in the clear waters of the 8a- 
hamas and Caribbean, beautiful coral reefs, 
plenty fish, treasure hunt in old wrecks 


Vacation on the WHITE SWAN 


Diesel sailing schooner, roomy accommoca- 
tions for 6-8 people. Boat equipped with 
three stage compressor for aqua lungs. Ra es 
reasonable. 


CAPT. E. A. FOSTER, JR. 
1427 N.W. 98 St. MIAMI, FLORIDA 
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THE 
Wrist Seal 


DESIGNED By 
DICK FERG 
$5.95 
FOR CREATING A 
WATER-TIGHT SEAL 
BETWEEN RUBEER 
SUIT AND RUBEER 
GLOVES 















A PRODUCT OF 
THE 

SPEARFISHING 
SUPPLY CO. 


87-10 92nd St. 
Woodhaven 21, N. Y. 
















SACRIFICE! 


3000 P.S.I. Ingersoll Compressor V-4 Wis- 
consin Engine with filter system and 2—220 
cubic foot 
storage bottles, 
all mounted on 
2 wheel trailer. 


Complete for 


$1250 


TERMS— 





Lyle A. Hoskins & Son 
WATERSPORTS EQUIPMENT 


Most complete water sports store in the world. 
1220 W. Coast Hwy., Newport Beach, Calif. 








SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 


Aqua-Lung, Divair, Scott & Northill 
Bel-Aqua, Carib, Seal, Pirelli and 
Wet Suits 
Certified Air Refills 
All Types Fins, Masks and Gun 
Complete Line of Accessories 


Puget Sound Divers Co. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
SEATTLE 9, WASHINGTON 


Pu 
Tre 


(I 
Back 


afterno 
fisherm 
were | 
Guanic: 
to shov 
muda ( 
few lol 
invest i¢ 
off whe 
eylinde 
in ac 
fathom: 
ing alo 
same | 
close 

be wha 
We s 
it wiih 
worked 
fisher m 
and as 
knife t 
a huge 
two feel 
startled 






































































iG A 


BEER 
BEER 


Wis- 
—220 


jorid. 
Calif. 

















Puerto Rico 


Treasure 
By BOB MASER 


(From Bajo el Mar Caribe) 


Back in August, on a warm Sunday 
afternoon, Howard Teas, a veteran spear- 
fisherman, and I, a novice to the sport, 
were heading back to the beach off 
Guanica, Puerto Rico with nothing much 
to show for our efforts except one Ber- 
muda Chub shot by yours truly and a 
few lobsters. I had just gone down to 
investigate a promising hole near a drop- 
off when I saw what appeared to be a 
cylinder composed of cement wedged 
in a crevice in the coral about four 
fathoms deep. Howard, who was cruis- 
ing along on the surface, saw it at the 
same time and dove to observe it 
closer On inspection, it turned out to 
be what we thought was a ship’s bell. 

We started at once to try to dislodge 
it wiih Howard’s hunting knife. We 
worked in shifts. Another nearby spear- 
fisherman was looking for game to shoot 
and as | was down at the bell with the 
knife trying to break the coral away, 
a huge sting ray casually swam within 
two feet of me. Apparently, he had been 
startled and chased my way, | kept look- 


ing for barracuda and other meat-eat- 
ing fish after that but none appeared. 
After about three-quarters of an hour of 
futile diving and prying, we finally gave 
up for the day with plans already brew- 
ing in our minds as to when we could 
return to claim our underwater treasures. 


We had planned to return the follow- 
ing weekend but a spearfishing meet 
with some boys from Ramey cancelled 
our hopes. However, on the next week- 
end, we were off to Guanica with pick. 
crowbar, lung and boat. 


When we got to the drop-off, the 
water was murky and we had a hard 
time re-locating the bell, but after two 
hours of hunting, we finally came upon 
the sight of our treasure. Before starting 
to dislodge the bell, we took pictures 
of it in its underwater hiding-place and 
also action shots of the preliminary dives 
to loosen the bell from the coral crevice. 
Then Howard got into the boat to put 
on his lung and I went down with a 
pick and immediately tried to pry it 
loose. After about three dives, I dis- 
lodged it and I started to work it up the 
nearby coral bank nearer the surface 
so it would be easier to put it in the 
boat. It must have been heavier than I 
thought, because after getting it up to 
within about fifteen feet of the surface. 
I slipped and down it went to the bottom 


with me attached. About this time, 
Howard had donned his lung and had 
come upon the scene. He seemed to be 
disgusted that I, without a lung, had 
broken it free while he was still busy 
adjusting his breathing apparatus. How- 
ever, we got it into the boat by means 
of a rope with the two of us lifting from 
below while Don Erdman pulled from 
the boat. 


When we reached the beach with our 
prize and inspected it, we found it to 
be an old church bell and not a ship’s 
bell as we had thought. The weight was 
seventy-three pounds. By calculation, we 
have figured that because of the heavy 
incrustation of coral in comparison with 
other bronze objects found in salt water 
and known to be there for over a century 
and a half, we estimated its age to be 
at least 250 years. 

There are some inscriptions on the 
bell which are in French. All that we 
can make out are the words “Fait par 
Jes—” and an undecipherable date. The 
ball also has a Crucifixion and Virgin 
Mary in high relief on the sides. 


We have tried to find more about 
our prize, but have been unsuccessful 
to date. Suggestions or aids in authenti- 
cating our prize would be appreciated; 
however we are not soliciting aid in 
disposing of it. 





SEAMLESS ( 


.for years makeshift patchwork suits of rubber hospital sheeting and 
tire patch have been the sole means of a skin diver's cold protection. 


ONE CONTINUOUS 
PIECE OF RUBBER 


DON’T GO GLUED TOGETHER... 


“GO SPEARFISHERMAN!” 


The revolutionary machine method of moulding, 
forms the rubber into a perfectly shaped and seam- 
less suit. 100° waterproof! 800° streatchable! Easy 
to get into! Outlasts 2 ordinary suits! 


)FULL SUIT 


No more seams...No more glue...No more patchwork! 















1956 PRICES 


EXTRA LOW ..Fo4. 7. 


length legs with 
feet, rx length arms.) 


$39.95 


SHORTIE 
Regular — Large 
(Thigh seal short legs, 
bicep seal short arms.) 


$19.95 





NOTE: /nsist on the genuine Spearfisherman Suit — 
cannot supply 


if your dealer 


direct. 


you, order factory 


Send for FREE catalog 


7521 CLAY ST. 


* HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIF. 
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¢ LExington 6-2279 











TAKE ACTION 
PICTURES 


with the SAMPSON 
Gun and Safety 
Powerhead mount- 
ed on camera box, 
with built-in light- 
meter. 


THE 
SAMPSON 
PROFESSIONAL 


UNDERWATER 
CAMERA BOXES 


Designed for the Bell & 
Howell 16 & 35 MM 
100’ roll cameras and 
Elgeet’s 3-D system. 


BELL & HOWELL cameras available with UW cases 


SAMPSON MACHINE Works 1604 Newport Blvd. 


Costa Mesa, Calif. 
Write for prices and information 














VIRGIN ISLANDS 


“SKIN DIVERS’ PARADISE” 
SKIN DIVERS 


will find special rates 
at spearfishermen’s 
headquarters 


TRADE WINDS HOTEL 


on beautiful Brewers Bay 
P.O. Box 1242 


SAINT THOMAS — 


Aqua-Lungs—Hydro Pak— Divair 
Underwater Cameras 
for sale or for rent 
TANKS REFILLED 
Most complete stock of 
Underwater equipment in the 
Caribbean 


Cc. & M. CARON 
P.O. Box 315 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 








ALL WET? — SUIT _ LEAK? LONG JOHNS SOGGY? 
IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE! 


Try the new Polar Underwear Suit Kit along with a Bel-Aqua Two Ply 
Suit. Underwear Kits from $19.95. Bel-Aqua Suits from $64.95 
Underwear Kit comes all pre-cut, ready to make. Glue, brush, zipper, instructions all 
furnished. Salmon colored insulite, unexcelled for warmth. Strong, comfortable, insu- 
lated with dry nitrogen bubbles. 

Bel-Aqua suit has a tough plastic outer layer, impervious to sun, salt, etc., which covers 
a soft white inner surgical rubber layer. Lasts five to six times longer than ordinary suits. 


Dealer inquiries invited! 


FROGMAN SUPPLY COMPANY 
4407 S.E. Milwaukie Avenue Portland 2, Oregon 
BE 5-4886 — 5-9 Weekdays — 9-5 Saturdays 











AQUA-LUNG Regulators 


Limited Supply $39.00 
Used and Approved by the U.S. Navy 
We Carry All Makes & Styles of Rubber Suits! 


2 Piece Suit $ 19.95 | TIME PAYMENT 
Constant Volume Suit $245.00 | NO INTEREST 





RIVIERA VILLAGE 


MEL’S AQUA SHOP niviers view 








36—FEBRUARY—SKIN DIVER 





DEEP BREATHING .. . 


(Continued from Page 34) 












































who are either ignorant of the dangers 
involved, men who are willing to take 
large chances, or men who are seeking 
publicity, etc. . . . not necessarily those _ 
who are the most capable deep divers, You 
Should you set a new “record” it is atfeoy!": 
best a dubious accomplishment more favorite 
likened to that of a fanatic “firster” than fate Te 
a true record breaker. The compeition§(¥4tc" 
is just not sufficiently general no~ are§)0U)- 
diving conditions sufficiently standard.gintrep'd 
ized to make such records meaningful would s 
or even comparable. tales. th 
pride. ] 
A pic 
Rave al 
fishin: ¢ 
een “a 
your ac 
walls ar 
the mar 
your we 
and chil 
movies | 


‘ ahero ¢ 
make a slow ascent. Whichever of these§ yj, vig 


distances is the smaller is your maximumf he wate 
free dive depth. world is 


If you must know how deep yoi: can 
dive. I suggest the following technique 
be used. It will give you an answe: cor. 
rect to a very few feet. Swim horizontally 
at shallow depths, weighted to neutral 
buoyancy and measure your maximum 
distance covered and divide this distance 
by two. Next put on a lung, inhale <eep- 
ly and dive down with your tongue 
blocking the mouthpiece until you fee 
a squeeze. Then. breathing normally. 





You have proven to your satisfactionfdepths: 
how deep you can dive. Your only ex-Jmedium 
cuse to verify it is publicity or acclaim, 
and if you still haven’t satisfied your 
self, read further. Remember that “lickle 
margin” I mentioned? I used that word 
“fickle” advisedly. Your performance 
capability does follow a few rough rules. 
For example, fear, tension, excitement 
apprehension, cold water, poor visibility, Al 
lack of sleep, alcohol taken internally. ac 
all tend to reduce your capabilities.}] owe 
Whether you have “warmed up” toof] oF ¢ 
much or too little has a large effect.J} We a 
There are so many known variables andj} °°" 4 
probably so many unknown ones that ANG 
the way they will add up on any one]] hour k 
dive is quite unpredictable. My experi-}} pool \ 
ence indicates it is improbable that per COM 
formance on any one dive can be pre sony 
dicted to better than 10%. Any record 
that is meaningful will be broken by 





ment . 
























narrow margins. say 1 or 2%. Remem- 
her that to break a deep dive record you 
must commit yourself before you know 
your capability on that dive. Remember 
also the odds on artificial respiration 
are not particularly attractive. A |ittle 
figuring of odds will readily show why 
deep skin dives have not been recog: 
nized by any athletic organization and 


undoubtedly never will be recognized.f} Squat 
The fact that there have been no recentf| Mosk 

“a ; : i | Snorkle 
publicized attempts in this country {orf} 5°” 


such a record is complimentary to the 
good judgment of our skin divers. * 














You have just finished dinner and are 
enjoying the comforts of your couch or 
favorite rocking chair—or perhaps you 
are reading this magazine at the office 
jwatch out! - the boss is right behind 
you}. Your bosom is a storehouse of 
intrepid spearfishing tales: tales that 
yould set the novice reeling on his feet: 
tales that make your chest swell with 
pride. But you’re missing half the fun! 
A picture is worth a thousand words. 
Rave all night long about your spear- 
fishin adventures and people will listen, 
ifeven sape. But show them movies of 
your activities and they will crawl up 
walls and jump into your screen. Oh. 


glue marvels of movies! People will take 


your word (sometimes) for the thrills 
ad chills of your underwater life, but 
movies of these activities will make you 
‘Baher overnight. 

Movies bring the beauty and riches of 
the watery world into our very own. Our 
world is eager to learn the secrets of the 


ionfdepths: it is anxious to force the liquid 


.Jnedium to relinquish its strong grip on 









ONE YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL 
OF OUR EQUIPMENT! 


We are the authorized Eastern Aqualung re- 
poir depot. 

ANOTHER FIRST! 

Our expert diver gives you a free, private, one 
hour lesson at the Hotel St. George swimming 
pool with the purchase of any diving lung. 
COMPLETE SELECTION! 

We have the largest selection of diving equip- 
ment... GUARANTEED .. . and available at 
modest prices. Postage Prepaid in U.S. 


MONTHLY SPECIALS 


On 


SQUALE SPECIAL . . . “BEGIN WITH THE BEST” 
MEE epee ed $4.95 
Snorkle ...... <n 





































VALUE $11.95 


Youre Iissing Half the Fun 


By RAMON VALDES 


(from Bajo el Mar Caribe) 


the vast amount of information it holds. 

In addition to the aesthetic appeal of 
movies, there is also L’affaire de green- 
backs. Spearfishing films are very much 
in demand and therefore, the film does 
not have to be technically perfect in 
order to be acceptable. In fact. most of 
the films available are by no means 
technical achievements. However, they 
portray a true picture of undersea ac- 
tivity. 

There are two requisites for under- 
water photography. Both are so im- 
portant because without one, the other 
is useless: a camera and a waterproof 
case. We don’t mean one that will keep 
out most of the water: it must keep out 
all of the water. Even a little salt water 
leaking into the bottom of the case will 
cause the fine mechanism of the camera 
to rust. No direct contact between the 
mechanism and salt water. is needed 
to cause rust. The air within the case 


becomes saline with a small seepage of 
salt water. and will ruin the camera 
mechanism. 


All skin diving products are quality checked and carefully tested by our staff of experts under 
actual oceanic conditions from aboard our 31 foot cruiser before authorized for sale. 


Skin Diver's Corner... NEW ITEMS 


After working on a trial and error 
basis for a while, you will soon get the 
knack of it and be able to turn out per- 
fectly exposed films by measuring the 
light at the surface, taking into con- 
sideration depth and visibility, and pre- 
adjusting your lens accordingly. 


Once in the water. swiftness and sure- 
ness are at a premium, don’t expect a 
Captain or Grouper to pose for you. You 
can’t say “hold it” to a shark or put a 
Barracuda on a salary. You have to “be 
there” always because it is impossible to 
Most of the time 
close-ups are the order of the day be- 
cause distant shots underwater just don’t 
come out good. Light scatters easily 
beneath the surface and water acts like 
a filter cutting off the vibrations in the 
higher part of the visible spectrum 
(red). Therefore, your distant shots 
(10-ft. and over) will look blue-grey. 


shoot over a scene. 


A few books are published that deal 
with underwater photography. However. 
light and water conditions vary so much 
that the best way to determine correct 
exposure is by using a waterproofed 
lightmeter or by experience. 

So, break open your piggy bank, bor- 
row money, steal make it yourself, 
do anything to get started on underwater 
movies because you’re missing half the 
fun. = 









RICHARDS ” ... NEW York’s LARGEST SPEARFISHING CENTER 
PRE-TESTS all Equipment for SAFETY and DURABILITY! BB 


Just 25 





¢ includes your 
Our Perma. 
a 




















NOW $ 
.00 
NE ala ac . 5.00 $79 
ray SET 
————— 








30 experts. 
elastic waist. 





NEW 1956 JANTZEN SPEAR- 
FISHERMAN ... 
trunks tested and approved by 
lasting with 
Red, Navy, Tan. 
Sizes 28-40 ..... 


RES-Q-PAK ..... 





The zip-off 


NEW 1956 AQUALUNG REGU- 
LATORS . . . Unbreakable fibre 
$5.95] | glass housing, same famous aqua- 
lung performance ...... $45.00 
Chrome Housing........ $65.00 














FROGMAN T-SHIRTS .. . 4 col- 
ored emblem on Heavy Weight 
quality White T-Shirt. 

Adult sizes ...... S,M,L $1.25 
Children sizes ..... 4-12 $1.00 


RICHARDS’ DESIGNED GANTNER 












STERLING SILVER 
TIE CLASP. Beautifully detailed 


“FROGMAN” 


Automatic Reserve Valve $14.95 















The Latest Editions to Our Com- 
plete Skin Diving Library. 

MEN & SHARKS by Dr. Hans 
Hass ... latest thriller... .$3.95 
SKIN DIVER’S LOG... $1.75 
DIVE by Rick Carrier... a com- 
plete text book ......... $4.95 











$3.95 








“WRAP AROUND” TRUNKS fea- 
turing two “Quick Exit” zippers. 
Royal, Aqua, Black and White. 


ee a SS eee .00 
izes $5 
























AIR STATION OPEN ‘TIL 10 P.M. DAILY .. . 
233 WEST 42nd STREET, 
RICHARDS AQUALUNG CENTER New york 36, N. Y. 


Counselors and outfitters for world-wide underseas expeditions. 
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< LOOK! Hi Divers. 


AMATEUR and PROFESSIONAL 


COMPLETE KIT hte SUIT KIT — Complete with all ma- 

terials and instructions to make an insu- 

| JUST $24.95 lated foam neoprene full suit with hood and 
seven zippers. Reinforced seams. Custom- 

F.O.B. made to you. Fast on and off. Tough and 


durable. Dries in minutes. Choice of full 
jacket zipper or half jacket zipper as illus- 
trated. Kits come in black. Please send these 
measurements when ordering: Height, chest, 
waist, thigh, middie of neck to wrist, bicep, 
crotch to floor. Send check or money order, 
for $24.95, to SEAL LIFE. No C.O.D. 


1901 Pacific Coast Hwy., Lomita, Calif. 
DA. 66663 
(Along P.V. Hills) 


= 











KEEP A PERMANENT RECORD! 
EACH PAGE HAS CHECK-OFF 
LISTS COVERING WEATHER 
AND WATER CONDITIONS, 
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 
SCUBA, AND MORE. PLENTY 
OF ROOM FOR COMMENTS 
AND/OR PHOTOS. THE REC- 
ORD YOU KEEP IN YOUR SKIN 
DIVER’S LOG IS THE KEY TO 
BETTER DIVING. 


Price $1.75, Postpaid 
SPEARFISHING SUPPLY CO. 


87-10 92nd St. 
Woodhaven 26, New York 


























NOW IT CAN BE TOLD! 


ONE source for ALL of your SKIN and LUNG DIVING needs. YES, we 
STOCK ALL MAJOR BRANDS of skin diving equipment. 


for example: 


“AQUA-LUNG”, HEALTHWAYS, BEL-AQUA, SEA TOGS, DESCO, 
SPEARFISHERMAN, and MANY more for IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 


Lung Regulators Serviced, parts in STOCK 
Dealer Inquiries Invited — 


SPORT DIVER CORP. 


1523 W. State Street Milwaukee 3, Wisc. 
WEst 3-3757 
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PRIZE STUPE 
OF THE YEAR 


By CLARENCE KOSTBADE 


(Self Elected) 


I have been serving on board U. §, 
submarines for about five years now, 
In that time I have had the oppor' unity 
to dive all over the Pacific Ocean from 
the U. S. to Japan, Acapulco to British 
Columbia. I have been diving for about 
12 years now and you would thin!. that 
with all that “mileage” and expe: ience 
that I would have some sense . . . well, 
I don’t! 

A few weeks ago I was diving ‘n Es 
quimalt Bay, British Columbia with ¢ 
friend who is just learning scuba di ving 
Well, between the both of us, I think 
we overlooked about every safety rule 
there is. I am so ashamed of rayself 
that I was going to keep this in: ident 
a deep, dark secret, but the more | 
thought about it the more I figure: that 
other people are pulling the same stunts 
and getting away with it. Maybe after 
reading this they will think of  afety 
first and “into the water” second. 

We were in water around 30 degrees 
“warm” without a float. In the “big mad 
rush” of dressing I got my weight belt 
under my scuba harness. The scuba har- 
ness did not have a quick-release type 
buckle and the reserve did not work 


properly, I found out later. To top 


off all of that I did not have a knife. 
(It gets more disgusting as the plot 
thickens. ) 

I ran out of air at 35 feet with no 
warning whatsoever, so I made it to the 
surface, pronto! Once I was up I couldn't 
stay up because I had too much weight} 
on the weight belt. I tried to ditch 
it but I couldn’t because of the lung 
harness. I tried to ditch the lung and 
couldn’t because of no quick-releasd 
buckle and my hands were numb with 
cold. Then I got scared and I couldnt 
breathe fast enough. I started looking 
around for a place to “light” bere] 
drowned and spotted a barge affair 
about 30 feet behind me. I started for 
it, but I wasn’t making any headway (ot 
so it seemed). Well, after what seemed 
like hours I was half way there and 
ready to throw in the sponge . . . | had 
had it . . . then I heard the rustle of 
“Angel Feathers” . . . the next thing | 
knew I was hanging on to that bargd 
for all I was worth, a new man, | ha 
seen the light. 

If you are giving an award for “Th¢ 
Prize Stupe of the Year” I consider my 
self the leading contender for it. 

And may I emphasize that your mag 
azine cannot over-emphasize safety il 
skin diving. Keep up the good work and 
high standard that you have been main 
taining. > 
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The New 


DOLPHIN SUIT 


A New & 
Exclusive 
Pocket Entry 
Suit 





Completely Dry 
Type — 2 Ply 
— Gum Rubber 
— Fused ’ 
Tapered Seams § 
- Seamless 
Molded Boots 
. 
Available for 
men & women 
in sm., med., 
lae. & custom 
sizes 
At your dealers 
or 
quire direct 


ONLY $49.95 








ENTERPRISES 


9642 E. Artesia Blvd., Bellflower, Calif. 
TOrrey 7-0611 
Dolphin Underwater Exposure Suits 











BOUND VOLUMES 


of 
1955 


SHIN DIVER 


Magazine 
will be available soon. 


Volume IV 


$8.00 


Volume IV (all of the 1955 
issues) will be bound in the 
same library canvas covering as 
previous years. 


Send check or money order to: 


“Bound Volume” 


Skin Diver Magazine 


P. O. Box 128 


Lynwood California 











Central California 
Skin Diving Council Formed 
By DICK HARDIE 


A recent series of meetings in San 
Jose, Sunnyvale, and San Francisco, Cal- 
ifornia, have resulted in the formation 
of the “Central California Council of 
Skin Diving Clubs.” 

Robert B. Shaw of the Monterey Sea 
Otters was elected President, Dick Har- 
die of the Sacramento Skin Divers Exec. 
Vice Pres., Mrs. Marsh of the Pacific 
Grove Looney Gooneys Secretary, and 
Bill McJunkin of the Northern Calif. 
Skin Divers of Vallejo as Treasurer. 

The above officers will preside for a 
temporary period of six months at which 
time regular elections will be held. We 
are still in the process of organization 
and prospects are very bright for an ac- 
tive and successful Council. 

The question will undoubtedly be 
raised “What about the existing Coun- 
cil?” As far as we are concerned, there 
is no difference as most of the clubs 
at the organizational meetings were 
members of the original Council. We 
have adopted the Council constitution 
and will contribute to the Legislative 
Fund and California Wildlife Federation 
dues assuming our share of responsi- 
bility. 

This way we can better deal with 
area problems and present a more united 
front in legislative matters. In the realm 
of area problems, most California skin 
divers are aware that north of District 
18 which is at Yankee Point just south 
of Carmel, it is unlawful to take shell- 
fish and crustaceans while using “under- 
water breathing apparatus”. As you may 
have read in a recent Council bulletin, 
a group of Santa Cruz skin divers were 
stopped on the beach by the local game 
warden and warned that they were vio- 
lating the law by taking abalone while 
using snorkel tubes. The amazed divers, 
being gentlemen and Council members, 
refrained from drowning the warden 
and reported the incident to the Council. 

The first official act of the Central 
California Council will be to ask that 
a definition of underwater breathing ap- 
paratus as distinguished from snorkel 
tubes be added to the regulations cover- 
ing skin diving at the Jan. 6, 1956 meet- 
ing of the Fish and Game Commission 
at Sacramento. This action of course 
will have been co-ordinated through 
both Councils and represents the wishes 
of all organized skin divers in the State. 
Incidentally, the above mentioned re- 
striction on the use of S.C.U.B.A. was 
placed in skin diving regulations at the 
request of Central Calif. skin diving 
clubs Jan., 1952. We certainly intend 
that it does not backfire! = 


Simpler... 





POPULARLY PRICED 







| (Pat. pending) 
| 


SPEAR GUN 
| $995 
| 


LIST 


Here’s a spear gun whose accu- 
| racy and handling ease will 
iH delight you...whose simplicity 
i assures dependability every 
} time... and whose low price 
! will make you want to buy at 
\) once! It’s safer, too. No trigger 
i} to cause accidental discharge. 
| New non-slip finger grips 
and fin on the molded fiber- 
glass gun assure you of a 
firm grip, help you aim easier 
and shoot with more power. 
Rubber bands can be re- 
placed quickly and easily, if 
need be. Tiger Shark is the 
most practical spear gun ever 
offered. See your dealer, 
or write to 


(LAY 


PL 


DIVING CORPORATION 
OF AMERICA 


722 S.W. 8th Street 
Miami, Florida 
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LUNG DIVE WITH 
SAFETY AND CONVENIENCE 








CLEAR WATER from breathing hoses with 
MAR-MAC Non-Return Valves in your 
mouthpiece. Install in seconds without cut- 
ting hose! Only $3.00. 





STOP FUMBLING WITH STRAPS. Get in and 
out of your lung harness in seconds with 


MAR-MAC Safe Dive Buckle. One hand 
operated emergency release! Only $1.65. 














All MAR-MAC accessories fully guaranteed 
Dealer inquiries invited 


TO MAR-MAC: Dept. SK-3. $. 

enclosed Ship following immediately, postpaid, with 

full instructions, under moneyback guarantee: 

Se-Air Gauge, complete, $24.95 

Non-Return Valve Set, $3.00 

—______Safe Dive Buckle for 1° webbing—2—21/,” 
webbing. Either size, $1.65. 











CO ee 


ADDRESS 





MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVE., HAYWARD, CALIF. 





YALE AQUATIC 


CONFERENCE 
By STANLEY GREER 


The four day conference at Yale Uni- 
versity got off to a good start on October 
26th, with about 75 delegates represent- 
ing the entire United States. and one 
delegate from India. 

What is the C.N.C.A.? It is the Con- 
ference for Co-operation in National 
Aquatics. Now in its sixth year, there 
are twenty-two agencies such as the 
American Red Cross, Boy Scouts of 
America, Y.M.C.A., etc. that it repre- 
sents. The CNCA is an advisory group 
and studies problems dealing with rec- 
reational aquatics. 


A new SCUBA manual was the main 
project for this year’s meeting and work 
groups were set up to co-ordinate the 
thinking of men from the entire country. 


Certification of SCUBA divers is pos- 
sible. The interest at the Yale Conference 
on this subject was unanimous. A Na- 
tional Council of SCUBA Divers, is 
needed and both the East and the West 
coasts have expressed interest, along with 
the Middle West. A National Council 
could work with the CNCA for a co- 
ordinated safety program and have the 
support of all CNCA members. Write 
Stanley Greer, Chairman Underwater 
Safety Committee. c/o American Red 
Cross, 549 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, IIl., 
and send in a copy of your club charter, 
or council charter or your ideas in this 
matter. 


Legislation was discussed. Captain 
Wren, U. S. Army reported that a study 
had been made and that there was no 
impending legislation in any state. 


A reserve UDT and civilian program 
can be developed for harbor survey on 
a national basis. It is needed, and the 
Army and Navy are interested. Chicago 
SCUBA divers are ready and doing 
something about it. 100,000 SCUBA 
divers would be required to keep nine 
harbors open on the East Coast during 
critical times. 


A safety and standards committer was 
set up at the Yale Conference and Mr. 
Denton of National Safety Council is 
investigating Standards through the 
American Association of Standards so 
that manufacturers can help set the 
proper safety standards for SCUBA. We 
need them. 


The Experimental Diving Unit o/ the 
U. S. Navy at Washington, D. C. express. 
ed their desire to have all clubs and 
councils send in accident reports to 
them. Thanks to Comm. Des Graiiges. 
Comm. Dwyer, and Lt. Ploof for a very 
wonderful visit through their installa. 
tion. 


Minneapolis was host to the sixteen 
state Red Cross Conference at which 
we put all of the Red Cross Directors 
through a Skin Diving and SCUBA Div- 
ing trial. Many thanks to Dick Tittle of 
Midway Marine for donating the Scott 
Hydro-Paks, Jack the Frogman for his 
splendid help, Mr. Saint Onge {rom 
Donaldson’s and the Minneapolis Skin 
Divers for their aid as instructors in this 
program during which all of the people 
received instruction in the use of the 
Northill Air Lung, the Aqua-Lung and 
the Scott Hydro-Pak. >» 
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JET STINGER 
$17.95 


“CO, 





See your dealer or order from 
Western Tool and Sales Co. 
Box 743-S, Westminster, Calif. 














Western Tool Co., Westminster, Calif. announces new under- 
water Rifle for 1956. WESTERN JET TIGER, CO: Powered 
underwater rifle, packs terrific power for big game fish. Under- 
water tests indicate a shaft speed of 250 MPH over 10 foot 
range. Shaft and head of the Jet Tiger weigh in at almost | %4 
Ibs. Power developed by the 
new gun will drive shaft 
through 34” 5 ply lami- 
nated pine target at 10 
feet in underwater tests. 


JET MANTA 
$19.95 


POWERED UNDERWATER RIFLES 






tests. 


zm—+>m7 a) 


"°r1956 


POWER 


Blasts through 34°’ 5 ply hardwood target in underwater 


SPEED 

Up to 250 MPH velocity — highest speed over all hunting 
ranges. 

FEATURES 

Effortless loading, automatic line control, self detaching 
swivel barb head, trouble proof design. 


JET TIGER 
$24.95 
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Fresh Water 
Spearfishing 
By JESS MAXWELL 


Should underwater spearfishing be le- 
salized in fresh water lakes? That is a 
question The Wayne Star Newspaper of 
Wayne. Michigan has put up to the 
Michixan Conservation Department. 

As inost skin divers know, line fisher- 
men take a lot more fish than spearfisher- 
men. It has been proved. But do the 
line fishermen believe it? No, they don’t. 
Hook and line fishermen are the direct 
cause of underwater spearfishing being 
prohilited in most fresh water states. In 
one reply to The Star, the Conservation 
Department said “Michigan fishermen 
have resisted all efforts of skin divers 
to levalize underwater spearfishing.” 

This is not just a fight for Michigan 
skin divers. It is a fight for all skin 
divers. whether they dive in the ocean 
or an inland lake. The whole sport of 
skin diving in fresh water may be at 
stake. True, the Conservation Depart- 
ment will let divers just explore and 
enjo) the scenery but when a diver can’t 
resist a 8-lb. bass and spears it, the 
whole good name of skin diving is at 
stake. When this gets into the papers it 
infurates line fishermen. They com- 
plain to the Conservation Department 
who in turn complains to the skin divers. 
In time, all diving could be prohibited. 
As it is now, carp and other rough fish 
may be speared in Michigan and other 
inland states. But very few states allow 
spearfishing. Why? There seems to be 
no good reason at all. Either they are 
afraid of the line fishermen or they are 
just plain stubborn. Other than that, the 
Conservation Departments of the fresh 
water states have no good reason. 

In a letter to The Wayne Star, the 
Conservation Department said that a 
committee is now studying the subject. 
But so far no reports have been made. 

All skin divers should be interested in 
this subject. If so, please help do some- 
thing about the crisis. Write a letter to 
The Star, 3015 Sophia, Wayne, Michigan 
containing your opinion and views. We 
will print and send it on to the Conser- 
vation Department. We will try to stir 
up a lot of interest both through the 
Star and other papers throughout Mich- 
igan. The Conservation Department will 
soon be obligated to study the subject 
farther and if Michigan allows spear- 
fishing, other states will follow. Then 
our fight will be over. Underwater spear- 
fishing will become a national sport. > 








STOP! ...AND 


BEFORE YOU GO DIVING! 


Certified Pure Air & Tank Rentals at 
COSGROVE'S UNDERWATER WORLD & 


SPORTS EQUIPMENT CO. 


Skin Divers’ Headquarters for the Entire 
and Valley Area 


Owned and operated by experienced sports 
and salvage diving experts who pioneered and 
promoted Spearfishing and Underwater ex- 
ploration. Assistance given newcomers and all 
who wish to learn these exciting sports. 
Register in our SKIN DIVING CLUB and go 
on organized outings. 


534 North Brand Blvd. 


GET YOUR BREATH 















Foothill 


Authorized 
Distributors 
for: 
AQUA-LUNGS 
NORTHILL 
AIR LUNGS 
SCOTT 
AIR PAKS 


All types of Flippers, 
Masks, Spearguns, 
Hand Spears, Rafts, 
etc. Rubber Suits — Wet and dry 
types to order. Sea Nymph Suits and 
Kits from $21.50. Underwater Cameras, 
compasses, knives, lights, etc. 






A Complete Source For All Spearfishing and Lung 
Diving Needs. 


New and Used Netting customized for Athletic, Recrea- 
tional, Decorative and Safety purposes. 
Dealer and Export orders filled promptly 


— Write for catalogs or come in and get acquainted. — 


COSGROVE’ 


WHOLESALERS 
AND RETAILERS 
Phone: CHapman 5-4773 

Glendale 3, California 











SPORTS 


UNLIMITED 





(Pan Sn 


He was so busy dreaming 
about all the diving gear 
at Divers Supply that they 
sailed off and left him. 


He has his Floto, though. 






6906 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 
PH. HARBOR 3798 
NEWPORT BEACH, CALIF. 
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..- board the luxurious, motorized, sail ship, 
“XARIFA” and under the expert guidance of the 
noted marine biologist, Dr. Hans Hass. 


All-inclusive rates via the Luxury, Swiss Air Flights 
to Zurich, Cairo and Suez. 
Write for free information: J. L. des Cognets 


Sarari Qurrirrers Representative AGENCY 
Exclusive U.S.A. Agents 
Fugazy Travel Bureau * 351 Ave. of Americas © N.Y. 14, N.Y. 
SWISSAIR «+ 10 West 49th St. + N.Y., N.Y. 
AUTONOMOUS DIVING 
Every week-end at Catalina! 


. Sail on the fast, specially equipped 
40 ft. cruiser 


“SEA DUCE” 


Supervised by “SCUBA EXPERT” 
Leave Wilmington Saturday or Sunday by 
Reservation or Charter, 7:30 A.M. . 
For further information ask for Sam at 
GRanite 7-0884 or Bill, EXbrook 9-0873 











FENJOHN 


“Make It 


Yourself Suit” 


We have found foam Neoprene 
with a zipper jacket the easiest 
to make and warmest to wear. 


Kit includes Neoprene, non- 
corrode jacket zipper, seam re- 
inforcement, cement and _ in- 


etructions ........-. $26.00 


Sufficient material for full suit 
and hood; some have enough 
for mittens and socks. 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


FENJOHN UNDERWATER PHOTO 


& EQUIPMENT CO. 
90 Cricket Ave. 
Ardmore, Pa. 
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Florida .. . 
CORAL CAVE MEN OF TRESURE 
ISLAND 

By John Stephan 


“Winter is icumen in.” We may add 
to our list of accomplishments the com- 
plete revision of our constitution. Also 
we would like to welcome three new 
members into our club. 


These members are: Dr. Jochen Opitz, 
Dr. Hiroshi Takita, and Hans Florin, Dr. 
Opitz has dived in the Baltic Sea, in 
Swiss lakes, our own Great Lakes, and 
the Gulf of Mexico. The others have had 
diving experience in our Great Lakes. Dr 
Opitz and Dr. Takita have made their 
internship here in the United States and 
Hans Florin has studied to be a minister 
at the Rochester Colgate Divinity School. 


Together with these new members we 
went on a little underwater excursion at 
the Sunshine Skyway, a favorite spear- 
fishing ground in our area, The Sun- 
shine Skyway is a bridge and causeway 
which is 15 miles long. Something else 
that we did was have a dollar day, or 
really four dollar days. On these days 
we went down and brought up sand dol- 
lars, a type of urchin and donated them 
to a nearby shell store. In closing I 
would like to say that we had a fine year 
of diving. = 





California .. . 
DAVEY’S BOYS 
By Jack Lewis 


The first week in May, Davey’s Boys 
made their second safari to Guaymas. 
The first day that weather permitted, we 
headed up the coast. Upon rounding the 
first big point past San Carlos Bay, rough 
water seemed to be with us and we 
headed into the first protected bay that 
we came to. This was the luckiest break 
of the trip as this was the spot where we 
spent the most productive days of our 
skin diving careers. The second day out, 
Jack Hallenbeck, our club president, 
landed a 101%-lb. grouper. Along with 
Marv Cox’s 55- and 40-pounders, Bill 
Bailey’s 30- and 22-pounders, my own 
67 pounder. Although our final day 
wasn't quite as impressive, it was a big 
day for me as I landed my biggest fish, 
a 92-lb. grouper. Several rays of various 
species were seen and some shot. No 
Mantas or large sharks were seen in the 
water. While we were the re some Mexi- 
can fisherman brought in a 272-lb. Ham- 
merhead shark. I’m not so sure that we 
shouldn’t consider ourselves lucky not 
running into same. It’s been about 7 
months now and we are all getting the 
bug to go back. We are planning a trip 
right around Easter. Who knows, maybe 
we will be writing about bigger and bet- 
ter things after then. (I hope)... >= 





GARY RUBOTTOM and JERRY 
HIERSCHE of the Oregon Skin Divers 
and the Oregon Amphibians with twin 
55-Ib. Ling Cods speared in December at 
Puget Sound. Actual water temperature 
39 degrees, visibility about five feet. (No 
gloves on suits.) 





Massachusetts .. . 
BOSTON “Y” SEA ROVERS 
By Pete Olds 


The Boston “Y” Sea-Rovers have been 
somewhat lax of late due to a re-organ. 
ization program whereby we are now 
full-fledged associates of the Boston 
YMCA. We have had a most successfy] 
Summer and fall season. The Rovers 
were diving from spots from Maryland 
to Maine and one or two in Florida for 
several weeks during the winter months, 

A very interesting day was had when 
a group of New York boys, consistiig of 
George Lautner and George Vo berg 
came up from New York to try real ‘obs. 
tering. 


After January Ist, the sea-rover:s s 
be having evening meetings at the 
Any skin divers in the area are cor alk 
invited to attend. Skin diving lessors are 
being given at the Boston YMCA « nder 
the auspices of Jim Cahill and Jim uill, 
and graduates of this course are all wel- 
come to join the Sea-Rovers Club. We 
are conducting educational and pert nent 
meetings on skin diving to all novice. and 
those who are familiar with the spoit. If 
interested, please contact, Pete lds, 
Aquatic Director, Boston YMCA, Ken- 
more 6,7800, would like to hear from 
other clubs across the country. 





Oregon... 
OREGON AMPHIBIANS 
By Jerry Hiersche 


In the last two months we have taken 
three trips to Puget Sound, which is 
about 180 miles from here. On every 
trip we have taken three or four fish 
from ten to twenty pounds, but on the 
last one I got a fifty-five pounder, in 80- 
feet of water. 

Our meetings have been few and far 
between because of school, but we have 
been doing a lot of diving. We have ten 
club members, most of us are 16 and 17 
but our youngest member is 12 years old, 
and is rapidly becoming a very good 
diver. We just ordered an underwater 
camera and hope to have some good 
pictures in the near future. = 
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Maine .. - 
COAST OF MAINE NEPTUNES, INC. 
By Don Lamont 








On December 20, 1955, we became 
incorporated under the statutes of the 
State of Maine. The following members 
were the incorporators and will serve on 
the Board of Trustees: For three-year 
tems: Don Lamont, Dick Patenaude, 
4rthur Lutts; for two year terms; Norm 
Curtis. Rene Hamel, Bob Foley; for one 
year terms: Joe Christy, George Des 
harnais. Wilbur Rhodes. 

A winter indoor swimming program is 
being worked out with the Portland 
YMCA, and we have every expectation 
that t!.e excellent instruction given mem 
bers list year in using SCUBA equipment 
vill be carried forward. 

Th club has members In Vermont, 
New Hampshire, Connecticut, North 
Carolina, Florida, Michigan, and _ in 
Washington, D. C. Most of these mem 
bers cre of the military and will return to 
Main at sometime in the future. 

Th» 40-foot club boat, the NEPTUNE, 
owne 1 and skippered by Rene Hamel is 
now being readied for extensive diving 
operations in the Isles of Shoals area. The 
Isles vere once the headquarters of famed 
pirates Kidd and Blackbeard, and are 


rich in legend. >= 








The Compleat 
GOGGLER 


Coming in March!! 
Watch for it!!! 


VETERAN DIVERS ALL AGREE 


Thermocline neoprene exposure suits designed 
and manufactured by DIVE N’ SURF are un- 
equalled in quality, workmanship, materials and 
design. Now available in colors: Marine Green, 
Golden Yellow, Fire Red, and Bat Ray Black. 


All suits are custom tailored to fit your specific 
measurements and needs. Unconditionally guar- 
anteed against defects in construction or ma- 
terals. THERMOCLINE neoprene exposure suits 
provide you with the maximum in entry ease, 


durability, comfort and warmth at minimum cost 





° BEV MORGAN wearing the Thermocline Shorty 

FULL Suits St ES aS $59.50 while taking underwater pictures in the tank at 
Marineland of the Pacific. What, no mask... ? 

SHORTY er cag ae $34.50 that’s right. Bev thinks that his contact lenses 


: are the answer to 180 degree vision. 
Boots and Zippers Available 


Save money by assembling your own THERMOCLINE suit. Kits include all materials plus 
detailed instructions for assembling. Thermocline kits are pre cut to your specific mea- 


surements 
= THERMOCLINE KITS............ $29.50 
J 
223 Hermosa Ave. (on the seawall) 
Phone: FRontier 9-1473 Redondo Beach, Calif. 


ORegon 8-2736 














California... 
LONG BEACH NEPTUNE NEWS 
By Dr. N. E. Mathison 


It’s great to be back in the Long Beach 
Neptune publicity department again. It 
gives me a chance to let all my good 
friends know what our club is doing. We 
are out to give a good account of our- 
selves in the local and national skin div- 
ing championships this year. Twenty 
membe rs have signed up to faithfully fol- 
low training rules and be in tip top con 
dition. Bob Manicki, our new president, 
is a top contender for a place on the 
team. Jack Smith just caught a ten pound 
lobster in local waters. Dr. Bob Washbon 
came down from Washington for a few 
days and got a nice mess of ocean rock 
scallops to take back with him. I just 
spent four weeks in fabulous Yucatan, 
Mexico taking underwater pictures and 
skin diving. 

We need more good divers, girls too, 
and extend a welcome to all those in 
terested in joining a real progressive club. 
Ted Peterson, our entertainment chair- 
man has promised to have a good skin 
iving movie or an outstanding speaker 
or every monthly meeting. Drop me a 
tard at 3515 E. First Street, Long Beach, 
California, for time and dates of our club 
ul! sessions.” >= 








8 2 bli am 
COMPRESSOR 


1S DESIGNED FOR 
SKIN DIVERS... 


When it comes to an air supply be 
absolutely certain yours is pure, fresh 
and clean... make sure it’s Cornelius 
compressed air. 

You can take it with you! When you 
own a Cornelius portable air compres- 
sor, diving activities need not be 
limited by your air supply. 











Ask your dealer for a demonstration, 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
NEW Model 130R1500 weighs only THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 


38 pounds, pressures to 3000 PSI. 550 - 39th Avenue N. E. 
Capacity 1% CFM free air. Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 
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Interested In High Pressure Air! 


DO YOU KNOW HOW? 
To operate a 3-stage compressor. To fill 
cylinders. To build oil-moisture removing 
equipment. To build chemical filter for 
breathing quality air. Most complete infor- 
mation available on this subject. Price com- 
plete with 3 sets of plans $5.00 cash or 
money order. 

THOMAS J. DOOLIN 


Box 181 Key West, Floriida 








IN HAWAII IT’S 


VAL’S aqua sports 


2401 Kalakaua, Honolulu 
Surf Arcade Bidg. Phone 91057 








Telephone Ha 68169 


White's Skindiver Supply 


NEW SERVICE: 
Charter Trips Arranged to the Bahamas 
Write for Details 
JEAN and JERRY WHITE 
3580 H Street Dexter, Michigan 








Due To An Unprecedented Demand, We Are 
Offering Custom-Cut 


SUIT KITS @ $21.50 


The Kits are complete with all materials, in- 
structions and come with zippers installed. 
For details write to the—SEA NYMPH CO., 
10771 Leffingwell Rd., Norwalk, California 











For Skin & Scuba Diving 
SPORTLAND 


406 South Lake Pasadena, California 
Certified Air 


Open Mon. G Fri. Till 9:30 SY. 6-6505 








CRUISER “REEF RAIDER” 


Capt. Hugh Brown, Guide and Instructor. 
Comp. equipped for your diving pleasure. 
Leaves dock for Reefs daily at 10:30 a.m. 
Parties of 4 to 9 persons. All facilities. 
Whale Harbor Sport Diving G Air Stn. 
Whale Harbor Spa, Islamorado, Fla. 
Phones: Matecumbe 9013 — 4005 
Accommodations, Air, Equpt., Boats, Motors 











Just Published! 


‘SHALLOW WATER DIVING 


and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendall 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been developed in 
the last five years for: 


Helmet Diving—Mask Diving—Self- 
c ined Diving Equi and the 


Latest Spearfishing 
iN Equipment and 


Techniques. 













In addition to ready made equipment now avail- 
able, there are many practical hints on equip- 
ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 
your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 
$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 
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Michigan .. . 
BATTLE CREEK SUB NORMS 
By Sherman Schott 


The Battle Creek club has, after many 
unsuccessful attempts this summer, found 
the sunken “Novadoc.” Joe Roen and 
Ken Williams braved fierce winds and 
waves to find the ship. The rest of us are 
now waiting for warmer and calmer 
weather to complete the exploration. 

The club was very well pleased with 
the first major project to be undertaken. 
This was a float for the “Add Wagner’ 
Homecoming parade. The float consisted 
of approximately 6,000 blue and white 
paper napkins and 200 feet of chicken 
wire, supporting the submarine, “Sub 
Normal”. For unprofessionals it looked 
very well. 

A recent weekend found Gordon 
Garms, Ken Williams and Dave Morse 
trying out their suits and gear under the 
ice. Everything went very well if only the 
problem of cold hands hadn't plagued 
them again. Their spirits wern’t damp- 
ened as further diving through the ice is 
being planned. = 


California . . . 
PESCADORES 
By Jack Opperman 


The Pescadores got a real lesson. In 
54° water we tangled with the Kelpto- 
maniacs at Malibu for our first interclub 
meet, a three hour session. Although 
getting thoroughly trounced, we dis- 
covered that winter diving in suits (the 
first time many of us had worn them) is 
amazingly painless. We all had a great 
time and are now really hopped up for 
more competition. In fact, after the mid- 
dle of January when sixteen of us finish 
making our full length wet suits, we will 
throw down the gauntlet and invite any 
club to challenge us to a meet. 


Our club is fortunate in having two 
members, Ed Birkholtz and Ed Handler, 
who have good sized boats. At least once 
a month we have been taking weekend 
dives at Catalina. 

Since we wrote last, our best catches 
have been an 80-lb. bat ray, a 13-Ib. bug, 
a 5-ft. leopard shark, a 12-lb. calico, and 
a 4-lb. corbina. 

The club is going to the tip of Lower 
California the last week in March, and 
will try to nail a few of the tackle-busting 
monsters we missed last year. 

We are looking forward to a success- 
ful ‘56 and hope to become acquainted 
with many of you other clubs during the 
year. = 


DRY TYPE—HOOD—MOLDED BOOTS 


FRONT $9495 two-Picce| 


SUIT YOURSELF 
RUBBER SUIT KITS 


SUIT YOURSELF AND SAVE $$ 












HEAVY DUTY RUBBER 






Write for free brochure 


SUIT YOURSELF 
BOX 3423, DEPT. 5 
LONG BEACH 3, CALIF. 








G. |. QUICK RELEASE BELTS 


Used — excellent condition. Can be used 
as safety belts on diving rig or as a weight 
belt. Please send money order or cash when 
ordering. $1.00 each, postage prepaid. 


PHILL’S 
2517 N. W. 10, Oklahoma City 7, Oklahoma 






























COMPRESSORS 


GE two-stage, 24 volt AC-DC, complete with 
filter bottle, pressure switch, blow-off valve 
and relay box. Excellent condition, $34.50. 


H. J. POPE CO. 
18630 Detroit Street Lakewood, Ohio 








DO YOU HAVE AN AIR PROBLEM! 


Own a high pressure compressor. Fill cylin- 
ders to 2200 Ib. or more in 4 minutes. Re- 
liable equipment sold at lowest price by a 
Diver to others interested in this fascinating 
sport. Instructions furnished for setting up 
a safe, fast, refill plant. Write for details. 


THOMAS J. DOOLIN 


Box 181 Key West, Florida 








CORNELIUS COMPRESSORS 


Surplus — Used — Excellent $39.95 
Cornelius Filter Tanks.. 3.95 
Surplus — used — excellent 


Freight pair check with your order. 
OKLAHOMA AIR PARTS 
3401 S. E. 29th Street 


Oklahoma City 15 Oklahoma 








for pleasure or profit. Lung—Shallow Water— 
Deep sea. The only Deep Sea Diving Training 
School now available for civilians in U. 5. 
Learn a specialized field of training. 13 weeks 
course. Adventure, pleasure, exceptional carn- 
ings. Write for information: 


8111 McArthur Bivd. 





LEARN DIVING 


AL MIKALOW, Director 
COASTAL SCHOOL OF DIVING 
Oakland, Calif. 


— 








for catalogue on underwater movie cases. 





UNDERWATER MOVIE FILM 


FOR SALE—Over 20,000 feet of underwater color movie film taken in Florida, Gulf of 
Mexico, Caribbean and California. Action and beautiful underwater scenery in both 16 
and 35 mm. Specializing in underwater movies to advertise water sports equipment and 
skin diving. 100 foot color and black and white reels of some of our best footage. Send 


MOVIES UNDER WATER, FISHER AND MATHISON 


3515 East First Street, Long Beach 3, California 
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California . . . 
SALINAS MONSTER MANGLERS 
By Carol Wood 


A group of glubs in Salinas, Calif., 
have formed a skin diving club and we 
are anxious to contact other people in 
this region who are interested in under- 
water spearfishing, photography and ex- 
ploration. One of our chief aims is to 
Fomote the idea that skin diving is a 
safe sport, provided all safety factors are 
observed. We have had a number of 
highly successful club dives and a very 
good time was had by the club members. 
Another function of the club was to ob- 
tain navigational maps of this area, these 
will be valuable in determining depths 
and the type of terrain for various regions 
of our coast. 

The club is in contact with the local 
office of the Fish and Game Dept. and 
we have received their full cooperation. 

Our club is open to both men and 
women and we invite inquiries from all 
interested persons. Write to: Salinas 
Monster Manglers, 1128 Jean Avenue, 
Salinas, California. = 


California . . 
RIVERA BLUEFINS 
By Roger Webb 

During the past year we’ve had some 
very successful dives and a few of us 
have decided to form a club. We would 
like to take this opportunity to invite 
those who might be interested in becom- 
ing members of our club, to give us a call 
or drop us a line. 

Were all looking forward to a very 
active year and we hope to have the 
pleasure of meeting some of the fine 
clubs here in the southland in competi- 
tion as well as in social get-togethers. 

Our mailing address is: 6138 Eglise 
Ave., Rivera, Calif. Rest assured that all 
mail will be answered. Or if you wish 
just give us a call at OXford 9-9737. 





California... 


DOWNER ABGRABBERS 
By Jim Turpin 

Two divers from the club journeyed 
to Guaymas and Kino Bay in Mexico in 
June. Muddy water was found for the 
three days spent at Kino Bay but plenty 
of spiney lobsters were taken. The out- 
board motor didn’t burn the Mexican gas 
too well so the boys didn’t attempt a trip 
to Tiburon Island. Guaymas was fairly 
clear, no large fish were taken but plenty 
of the five to twenty pound class ended 
up on the table. 

The club has been doing very good on 
bugs this season, the largest being an 
eleven pounder. Yours truly brought in 
a 75-lb. Bat Ray also. 

Thanksgiving had most of us heading 
for Punta Penasco, Mexico, 641 _ 
south of Los Angeles. The highway 
at and will get you there in fontem 
ours. We all got together and bought 
enough color film for a travelogue of the 
trip to Penasco. Diving and skiing was 
the order of the day and everyone had a 
ball. We are always interested in new 
members. . .anyone in the Downey area 


may call TOpaz 1-2468. = 








THERE 1S A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 
IN RUBBER SUITS 


You can’t tell a book by its cover — and 
you can’t tell the quality of rubber by appear- 
ance. Making rubber is like baking a cake 
—almost anything can be put into it. The 
material in your frogman suit determines how 
long it will last—how easily it rips or tears— 
and how dry and warm it keeps you. 


Experienced divers have learned that so- 
called “cheap” suits are the most expensive 
cf all. If a suit does not keep you dry— if it 
must be replaced every season—or, if you 
spend more time repairing it than you do 
swimming—the suit is too expensive at any 
price. Only PLY-A-BEL, a special material 
developed exclusively for BEL-AQUA frog- 
man suits, gives you the protection and dura- 
bility which rubber suits must have. BEL- 
AQUA frogman suits in GREEN AND WHITE 
laminated material are the only suits with an 
sutside skin of PLY-A-BEL. No other suit 
has this protection. 


HOW PLY-A-BEL PROTECTS YOUR SUIT 


Sun and salt water are the enemies of rubber. Exposed to these elements, the best rubber will 
soon oo to pieces. 

PLY-A-BEL IS NOT RUBBER. It is an exclusive composition of chemicals forming the green 
outer coating of BEL-AQUA suits. Long life and durability of your BEL-AQUA suit is insured by this 
exclusive protection. 

PLY-A-BEL protected suits last five times longer. A display suit on a mannequin, exposed to 
direct sunshine and weather, is still undamaged. 

PLY-A-BEL is tougher. Resists snags and rips, wears like iron. Lamination of PLY-A-BEL insures 
against pin-hole leaks caused by impurities rolled into rubber. With PLY-A-BEL you don’t waste 
time patching — you spend your time in the water. 


— PRICES SLASHED — 


BEL-AQUA proudly announces a 22% reduction in price for 1956. Increased demand and volume 
production make it possible now to offer you our famous PLY-A-BEL lamination at a cost no greater 


than ordinary rubber. 
HOW TO ORDER 
Select your size of rubber suit from the chart. Then fill in coupon below. Be sure to include 
check or money order with your order. We pay shipping. 





Frogman Suit Sizes Height Weight 

Small — oT" tore 140 to 170 
Medium .. ; eters 5'9” to 6’ =e : is ; 150 to 200 
Large SSeeniae — —F eer pukisaeai ‘ 180 to 240 
+101 Full length, two piece, w. collar... aS eeres ; . $59.95 
#102 Full length, two piece, w. hood............... BYR Sea $59.95 
#103 Full length, front entry, w. collar... Stas : $59.95 


#104 Full length, front entry, w. hood... : 5 sc Norctiadandhcacs . $59.95 
+109 Swim Shirt ed 
DEALERS WANTED | 


i , Ss DE LUXE NYLON WEIGHT BELT 


Don’t gamble your life on an unsafe belt and buckle. You may not have 


i —= time or strength to use both hands or to remove a long belt-tail extending 
it @? throug the buckle. 
i aed BEL-AQUA’S nylon weight belt: 
Ee] | bere 1. Drops completely free of your body with one motion of your hand. 
{ 2. Cannot droo around your ankles when partially released. 
3. Is easy to find and release in any position. 
4. Adjusts to any size. Allows no slippage. 
5. Weights easily added or removed. 
6. 134 inch heavy nylon webbing. Welded, stainless steel buckle. Posi- 


tive adjustment. Holds over 20 pounds. 


#136 Cusatite belt and hie Pecectin rite 
buc $4.95 Fill out ——- and cond otis ue or 





#142 5 ‘b. lead weight , money order 
to fit belt, non slip 1.95 BEL-AQUA WATER SPORTS COMPANY 
+136A 1” quick release Dept. S-256 
buckle for lung 3720 W. 54th St., Los Angeles 43, Calif. 
harness 1.65 ITEM 
+136B 2” quick release 
buckle for your NAME 
own belt 1.65 ADDRESS a 
SKIN DIVER’S HOW TO DO IT BOOK ' CITY ZONE 
UNDERWATER, THE SKIN DIVER’S MANUAL, , STATE 
by Bill Barada, 128 pages, fully illustrated 85c , Also a complete line of high quality Skin 
Manual plus Illustrated ee ne $1.00 , Diving Equipment preferred by the ex- 
Catalogue only _.............. : cove RES ATE 25¢ , perts. 











In the Heart of BARTELT BROS. 

he Piaeite Rays Florida Skin Divers Hdgqs., Inc. 
at the 

seahorse motel, Marathon, Florida 

AS FEATURED IN SATURDAY EVENING POST 








Complete line of diving equipment for sale and rental — compressed air — 
instructions — guiding — special discount on air to Guests staying at our Motel. 
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AQUA-CAM 


Introducing: 


The NEW 





Underwater Camera 


A COMPLETE CAMERA 
NOT just a case 


Simple Controls with neo- 
prene ‘‘O” Rings G Gaskets 


Air Valve for pressurizing. 


Takes #620 size film — pro- 
vides 214" x 314" negative. 


* Not a plastic case but of dur- 
able cast Aluminum 


Fixed shutter, miniscus lens 
— no focusing necessary. 


Price $32.50 P.P. in us.a. 


Pat. Pend 
In Calif Add 4% sales tax) 
Send M.O. or Check or see your local dealer 


E. E. PETERSEN 


7055 Eastondale Avenue 
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Dive Throughout The Year | 


with an 


EDCO 


The Original 


Foam Neoprene Suit 
SOFT, WARM, COMFORTABLE 


For Men and Women 
From $35.00 to $99.00 


Available at Your Dealers 
or write 





NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT 
ORPORATION 





o0ouTuTom 








berkeley 4 - california 





305 american trust company bldg. 






ee ee 424 4424444400 e ee 


David M. Owen, Chief Diver 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 


Woods Hole, Massachusetts 


eee «2 42747477477 
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Louisiana .. . 


ARK-LA-TEX DIVERS 
By Robert F. Pool 


Even land-locked Shreveport his had 
considerable activity during the past yea 
in skin diving. The club organized lag 
May and has grown to its present com. 
plement of 35 members, some coming ag 
far away as 35 miles to attend me-tings, 
Our meetings are held at the YMC \ each 
Tuesday evening. 

An extensive training program was ip. 
augurated under the supervision of the 
club director Joe Coffield and all mem. 
bers are completing the course with fly. 
ing colors. The summer saw several 
weekend excursions to The Narrows Lake 
in Arkansas as well as several to Da inger. 
field State Park in Texas. 

The climax of the season was th. club 
trip to Grand Isle on the Gulf of Mexico 
Here we combined with the Dixie | iver 
of New Orleans for a diving jaunt into 
the Gulf. It was during this trip that one 
of the Dixie Divers caught a 33 !\-lh 
black bass. 

Cold weather has not stopped th. club 
activities. Many of the members hay 
purchased rubber suits and almost even 
weekend finds members diving in nearby 
Lake Bisteneau. We have been responsi. 
ble for ridding the lake of quite 1 fev 
gar and members say that diving was 
never better than it is now. = 


Michigan . 
WAYNE DIVERS 
By Jess Maxwell 


Who says that skin diving is for peopl 
who live along the ocean? More livers 
are turning up in inland lakes than in the 
ocean it is believed. Proof of that state 
ment is helped along by the organize 
tion of another skin diving club in the 
State of Michigan. The Wayne Star 
Newspaper, 3015 Sophia, Wayne, Michi- 
gan, has started the club which had % 
members come to the first meeting. Jim 
White, owner of White’s Skin Divers 
Supply in Dexter and Richard Caley ¢ 
Argus Cameras, both members of the 
Ann Arbor Amphibians, helped the club 
to get organized. Both divers brought 
excellent movies that they had shot them 
selves to spur the program on. Voits 
movie “The Other End of the Line” was 
shown also. Interest was high and thi 
club should be a success. 

Not wasting any time to have anothe 
meeting, the club went to the Ann Arbor 
YMCA, under the invitation of Mr. White 
and Mr. Caley, and swam in the poo 
there with the Ann Arbor Amphibians 
All members used the lung and were im 
pressed with it. Looks like Mr. \Whité 
will have some extra lung sales come new 
summer. 

Any persons in the area are invited 
to join the club if interested and may #& 
so by calling or writing The Star «at the 
above address. = 
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I a to tale pal keke Mane $74.95 
S9HD, full suit, Heavy Duty............... 98.95 
SU Searty, witts reed... oc ce ee ewes 49.95 
45S Shorty, short sleeves, with hood......... 44.95 
W350 Marina Shorty, no hood, short sleeves... 34.95 
7OHD Shorty, Heavy Duty, with Hood........ 64.95 
Ti mats, See CI . . «wk ec ee cs 33.95 
SD oh Grid ce Ge Pace a elds ee 24.95 
SE ss sant ena eankeoass Kanade 6.95 
Sete beak wo e's: arias iear oho ah ca ater kant 4.95 
ay 25. 2. 6s thd ae wince aid wencereacdees 6.95 
ak a Sis ds eeae' dul dnd eee Gites 1.95 
EK3 Edco Beaver full suit Kit.............. 39.95 
ED4 Edco Beaver full suit Kit, Heavy Duty... .. 54.95 
EK1 Edco Beaver Shorty Kit................ 29.95 
EK2 Edco Beaver Pants Kit................ 19.95 
E18 Neoprene sheet, 38” x 116”........... 29.95 
ESR Seam reinforcement 12’ x 36”. ......... 3.95 
Re ee 2.25 


Men's Sizes 


Weight 100-120 Ibs., Small Marina 
Weight 120-140 Ibs., Medium Marina 
Weight 140-160 Ibs., Small 

Weight 160-185 Ibs., Medium 

Weight 185-225 Ibs., Large 


Women’s Sizes: Marina Suits 


Small——Dress size 10-14, 110 to 135 Ibs. 
Medium—Dress size 16-20, 140 to 160 Ibs. 


All suits and kits come in 5 sizes. Special order suits made for 
an additional charge of $5.00. 


Dealers in California, Write 


BEAVER OF LA JOLLA 
P. O. Box 348, La Jolla, California 
Tel. GL. 4-5141 


SKIN DIVING SUIT 


= Beaver OF LA JoLLA 


ws 





4 D) 


Dealers outside California, Write 


Engineering Development Corp. 
305 American Trust Building 
Berkeley 4, California 
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Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATE: Personal notices accepted-only. No 
Commercials. 10c per word. Payment must 
accompany copy before closing date, first of 
month. 

SKIN DIVERS and DEALERS. = us at the 
DETROIT SPORTS, BOAT G&G TRAVEL 
SHOW, INC. Michigan State Fairgrounds, 
March 3rd to 11th. AQUA SPORT DIVERS, 
16015 E. Eight Mile Rd., E. Detroit, Michi- 
gan. Prescott 5-0274. 


DOUBLE CARTRIDGE CO. GUN for sale. 
Price $30.00. A big fish getter. Paul Hoss, 
12905 So. Butler, Compton, Calif. 


WANTED—Silent or active partner to in- 
vest in permanent, interesting skin diving 
venture abroad. Write, VENTURE, c/o The 
Skin Diver, Box 128-X, Lynwood, California. 


“SKIN DIVER” MATERIAL NEEDED 

COMPRESSED AIR STATIONS—Due to 
the many requests from the readership this 
magazine is going to list all of the Com- 
pressed Air Stations in the nation as soon as 
they are gathered and compiled. This infor- 
mation must come from the stations and from 
the divers. We would like for you to send us 
a postcard, mention COMPRESSED AIR on 
the face, giving the name of the company 
or store, the address, the type of compressor, 
the hours they are open and the price charged 
for the various sized tanks, The list will be 
utilized by Scuba divers throughout the coun- 
try and in some cases will enable them to 
more thoroughly plan their vacation and div- 
ing trips. Also it will be helpful in our office 
in answering the multitude of letters we re- 
ceive regarding ‘‘Where can | get some air?”’ 
Write to us, we are waiting for your card. 
Compressed Air, THE SKIN DIVER MAGA- 
ZINE, P.O. Box 128, Lynwood, California. 


SPECIAL — Misc. equipment. Cressi Tor- 
pedine, $25. New Barracuda CO° gun, never 
in water, $45. Cressi Cernia, $20. Aqua-Lung 
regulator and two tanks, $75. Spearfisher- 
man “Shortie” suit, excellent condition, $20. 
R. Vanfleet, 7615 Happy St., Box 152, 
Hollydale, Calif. Phone ME. 3-1272. 


VACATION AND TRAVEL—Do you have 
a favorite underwater vacation spot. Early 
this year SKIN DIVER plans a “Vacation & 
TRAVEL” issue which will be devoted to this 
subject. To have a complete and thorough 
coverage of the best and most convenient 
locations we need proper directions, prices, 
pictures, fish that can be expected, other 
game, air stations, distances, etc. We can’t 
all go to the far flung ‘Paradise’ for divers 
but we would like to try your favorite this 
year. Tell your underwater fellowship about 
it here, in the pages of your magazine. 


DIVERS and DIVING CLUBS: Solve this 
year’s air problem immediately by purchasing 
a tested Ingersol-Rand compressor, then liq- 
uidate your investment by selling refills. Per- 
fect operating condition. $285.00 F.O.B. 
Write or phone HUnter 5-8323, Strauss, 
3723 Harrison, Brookfield, IIlinois. 


INGERSOL-RAND 3 stage compressor tested 
to 3000 psi, 15 cu. ft./min.—excellent con- 
dition. Shipping weight 400 Ibs. $150.00. 
F.0O.B. Also, 1500-2000 Ib. Cornelius Com- 
pressor tested to 2350 psi-5 cu. ft./min. 
$45.00 Prepaid. Al Hull 4243 Sheppard 
Street, El Paso, Texas. 
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DIVAIR REGULATOR & 55 cu. ft. 
$75.00; 2 deluxe Voit guns $17.50 each; 1 
Cressi (100) spring gun $17.50; 1 Cressi 
Torpedine model B $24.00; 2 pairs Rondine 
Gigante Super-fins $9.00 each; 3 pair Voit 
AL $8.00 pair; 1 38 cu. ft. tank & K 
valve $15.00; 6 med. & large Dolphin suits 
$37.50 each; 3 Dolphin suits with dual seal 
hoods $47.50 each; 2 used Dolphin suits 
$17.50 & $20.00; Ingersol-Rand-3321 & 
attachments—perfect condition—ready to go 
—chemical & mechanical filter—J. W. Hal- 
lenbeck, Box 71 or 16905 Ardmore, TO. 
73479, Bellflower, Califernia. 


FOR SALE: Excellent condition Cornelius air 
compressors, model 32-R-400. These com- 
pressors are surplus B-29 aircraft pressur- 
izing compressors. Rated 1500 psi. Will 
ship prepaid anywhere U.S.A. $55.00. E. N. 
Bonfiglio, P. O. Box 1677, Nogales, Arizona. 


“SHALLOW WATER DIVING EQUIPMENT” 
1 Miller & Dunn hand compressor used but 
like new $25.00, 1 Tero Mask $5.00, 1 
Mark III mask $3.50, 50 feet cf new Shallow 
water hose $7.50, 2 sets of quick release 
couplings $1.00, 1 Duller Demand Regular 
for aqua lungs, new never used $20.00, 1 
Terry Blimp camera case never used, new, 
$5.00, Jack Armstrong, Wingdale, New York. 


FOR SALE—one Seal Life neoprene full suit 
with hood, used but once, no patches $35. 
1901-161 Hwy., Lomita, California. 


SALE—Bel-Aqua suit and snorkel, Cressi fins 
and mask, floating knife, depth gauge, A-1 
shape $50. 00. Don Crawford, Box 104, 
Blaine, Washington. 


AQUA-LUNG Slightly used two stage regu- 
lator with Hore Page, neoprene hoses, 70 
Cu. Ft. Bcttle $95.00. 1901-101 Hwy., 
Lomita, California. 


UNDERWATER LIGHT wth 200’ wire 110 
volts AC, DC $75.00, lung $20.00, air 
tanks filled, deep sea diver shoes $12.00, 
Mark V helmets $75.00, 32’ tug for hire 
$40.00 a day, Remeen, Sewaren, New Jersey. 


WANTED: Desco Model A baralyme type re- 
breather for $30.00. Not wanted if used 
in salt water. Please write Don Hiller, 65 2 
Riverside Drive, Racine, Wisconsin. 


FOR SALE—tLarge Bel Aqua front entry 
suit brand new $55.00. Joe Pizzo, 3541 
N. Lowell, Chicago 41, Illinois. 


“ANYONE bain the dieeiiieane of John 
MacPherson (diver) formerly of Newport 
Beach and Las Vegas, please contact THE 
SPEAR FISHERMAN CO., Box 388, Hunt- 
ington Beach, California.” 


FOR SALE: 70 cu. ft. positive reserve Aqua- 
Lung, like new, used only three times, all 
parts guaranteed. Now in service, must sac- 
rifice—$80.00. Contact: L. R. Jauine, 138 
Pennsylvania te oneen California—Call 
Edgewood 5-2577 





MAKO CAMERA Housings, Demonstrators— 
Limited offer for like new cases with new 
guarantee, an unprecedented opportunity to 
own the finest. C.0.D. only. Two Leica hous- 
ings, $59.95 ea.; One Rolleiflex h 

$69.95; Two Cine-Reliant housings, $49. 95 
ea.; One Cine-Royal housing, $59.95; One 
Roboto housing, $34.95; and One Rolex 
H-16 housing, $99.95. Underwater Sports, 
Inc., 2219 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, Fla. 
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For you skin divers who are thinking about 
a camera for under water photography 
this coming year be sure to consider a 
K-100 made by Eastman Kodak. It is 
simple to build a case for and it will run 
40 ft. on one winding. I made this case 
in about 20 working hours in 4 nights 
with only a hacksaw, drill, screwdriver, 
soldering iron and T square. The lens 
is not a wide angle but I hope to have 
one this summer for a trip to the Ba 
hamas. The lens on it is a standard 25mm 
F1:9. The results except for the angle 
and photographer cannot be matched for 
any amount of money. The sharpness of 
detail and color of film taken with this 
camera are outstanding. I sincerely be- 
lieve that the Kodak Ektar movie lenses 
are the finest in the world and recommend 


them to anyone.—JEROLD H. WHITE. 





The Compleat 
GOGGLER 


Coming in March!! 
Watch for it!!! 
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Wisconsin... 
MIDWEST AMPHIBIANS 
By George F. Wilson 


Sunday, November 13, the Midwest 
Amphibians worked with the conserva- 
tion department in Racine County at 
Silver Lake. The object of this gathering 
was a survey of the fish in the lake. The 
results were somewhat disappointing. 
Although the water was clear, not many 
fsh were seen. The fish that were seen 

nostly in deeper water, although 
ere seen in the weeds in the shal- 
ts of the lake. There are many 
indications that the fish have been head- 
ing for deeper water. Some people claim 
this means a cold winter. If November 
and December are indications of the 


weather to come they are right. 


During duck hunting season two hunt- 
ers were drowned in Lake Onalaska. 
Their dog was found swimming near the 
swamped boat. It was three weeks be- 
fore the club knew of the event. Due to 
complications it was seven weeks before 
ve were able to dive for the bodies. Lake 
Onalaska is near La Cross, Wisconsin, 
and is formed by the Mississippi River 
heing dammed. The lake is not very 
deep, and the bottom is covered with 
tree stumps. Attempts at dragging were 
unsuccessful. 


Saturday, December 17 Ralph West, 
Fred Rodgerson, Chuck Stanly, and Ho- 
ward Gerard arrived in La Cross. A 
large gathering was out to greet them. 
The Sheriff had made all necessary ar- 
rangements and worked with the divers 
whenever and however he could. The 
hunters’ parents were also on hand. 


The ice was about fourteen inches 


thick, and when Ralph went under he 
could see no more than two _ inches. 
Howard Gerard, who just completed the 
SCUBA course, tended the lines on the 
surface. Howard did a very excellent job, 
and without his help no one would have 
been able to dive. A search pattern was 
made by letting ten feet of line through 
the hole in the ice, and then the diver 
would swim in a circle at the lines’ end. 
Circle were made in ten foot increments 
up to fifty feet, 


Both Ralph West and Chuck Stanly 
became wedged between the ice and the 
bottom of the Lake during their dive, but 
both managed to work their way free. 
Visibility was about two feet on Sunday. 
The search patterns were continued un- 
til all the air was used up, but to no avail: 
the bodies were not found. Ralph West 
stated that he would never try anything 
like that again. Twice he doubled back 
on himself and caused slack in his line 
and once he got fouled up in the branchs 
ofa tree. It was necesary to keep tension 
on the line in order to keep it from being 
fouled. If the line had been cut in any 
way there would now be three bodies in 
the lake. No one can call these men fair 
weather divers. 

Even though the bodies were not found 
tuch was learned on the trip, and the 
benefits of skin diving were shown to the 
public, >= 


NEW UNDERWATER AIR GAUGE 
makes lung diving SAFER! 


NOW, with MAR-MAC’s new SeAir Gauge, you can 
see how much air you have in your tank before you 


dive and at any time during your dive! 


Guard against diving with a doubtful air 
supply . . . stop guessing how much air 
you have left underwater . . . 
surface swims back with heavy, empty 
tanks. Install this new submersible, shock- 
proofed, NEOPRENE ENCASED » air 
gauge on your SCUBA and get more sport 
with safety out of your dives. 

These gauges are now being used by 
over 1000 lung divers from the Red Sea to 
the waters off Japan. Developed by lung 


avoid tiring, 


divers for you so you can know when 
you've reached your “point of return” for 
proper decompression and safe return un- 
derwater to your “point of entry.” 
Easily installed. Insert “O” ring assem- 
bly between medical valve and regulator, 
replacing Teflon washer. Saves cost of re- 
serve valve on.spare bottles. Dealer in- 
quiries invited — write for more informa- 
tion. ONLY $24.95. Unconditionally guar- 


anteed for one year from date of purchase. 


BUY FROM YOUR DEALER OR DIRECT (POSTPAID) 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVENUE, 


HAYWARD, 


CALIFORNIA 
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Get in the SWIM 
with DAVCO 


MAKE A PHOTO RECORD OF 
YOUR OWN UNDERWATER 
EXPLORATIONS 





TAKE PICTURES IN FULL COLOR AS 
WELL AS BLACK AND WHITE 


Only $17.95 
Including Camera 


$1000.00 
DAVCO PHOTO CONTEST 


Ask your dealer about it, or write for 
entry rules. Dozens of valuable prizes. 


FULLY GUARANTEED 


Remember, A Complete Guarantee Covers 


The DAVCO UNDERWATER CAMERA UNIT— includes 


guarantee against leakage at depths up to 70 feet. 





DAVCO HAWAIIAN TRIGGERSLING 


— — —— 


$12.95 
—exs 


ieee 





























Powerful rubber-propelled spear with special trigger-grip attachment as used by spearfishermen in Hawaii and 
throughout Pacific islands. Shaft and detachable spear point are of stainless steel — one of the most effective 
spearfishing weapons ever designed. 


rv_vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv* 


DEALERS 8 seno For vour FREE COPY OF 
1956 WATER SPORTS CATALOG... 


ONE OF MOST COMPLETE LISTINGS OF LEADING AMERICAN AND 
FOREIGN LINES OF SKIN DIVING GEAR AND OTHER WATER SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT. 


D. L. DAVIS CO. 


3510 MANOR STREET LOS ANGELES 39, CALIFORNIA 
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Olympics 


OLYMPIC CIRCLES — The Olympic symbol, recognized 
throughout the world, consists of five different colored 
circles on a field of white. Representative of the five 
continents, these circles are linked together to denote the 
sporting friendship of the people of the earth, whatever 
their creed or country. The colors of the rings are Blue, 


» Yellow, Black, Green, and Red — colors chosen because at 
: least one of them appears in the flag of every nation in 
the world. 


2% 





By OWEN CHURCHILL 


Vice-President National Chapter U. S. Olympians — President 
Southern California Chapter United States Olympians 


As most sportsminded people know. 1956 is an Olympic 
Year. The winter games will be held in Cortina, Italy. January 
26th. 1956, and the summer games in Melbourne. Australia. 
Novernber 22nd, 1956. 

The United States Olympic Committee and the United States 
Olympians have built up a great reputation in the past Olympic 
Games. we must keep it so, it is something for all of the people 
of the United States to be proud of. We feel the cost of sending 
our Olympic Teams should be shared by all. It is a long way 
to Australia, and to send a well coached and complete team will 
run well over one million dollars. 

Usually all the events, except the Winter Games, are held in 
the summer, but in Australia their summer weather comes 
during our winter, so the Olympic Games in 1956 will be held 
in November and December. The final Olympic tryouts in 
track and field events will be held in Los Angeles, June 29th 
and 30th, 1956. At the conclusion of these trials, the athletes 
will be chosen with alternates. When the time comes to send the 
teams to Australia, if for any reason the athlete chosen is not 
in top physical shape, the alternate may be called in. Some 
extra inspection and training will have to be done before the 
teams take off for Melbourne, which entails more expense than 
usual. 

The competition in all events will be much keener in the 
Olympic Games of 1956. Countries that gave little thought to 
the idea of sports a few years ago, are now going for it in a 
big way — Russia is one good example. I had the pleasure 
and the honor of being appointed the Captain of the U. S. Olym- 
pic Team in 1952 at Helsinki, Finland, and of representing the 
United States on the International Jury for yachting. 


For the first time Russia entered yachts and yachtsmen in all 
five events, they did very poorly, they explained they were a 
land country, they did not have the experience and the yachts, 
but look out—they were buying the best vachts, and their yachts- 
men would give us plenty of competition in 1956! I see where 
they have competed in many regattas in Finland, and the Scand- 
inav.an countries, so I suspect they meant what they said. We 
ll know how well they have done in all other sports. 











I started competing in yachting for the United States in the 
1926 Olympic Games in Amsterdam, Holland. The teams have 
grown. many more countries are entering athletes. The Olympic 
idea of good sportsmanship. friendly feeling. clean and fair 
competition has increased in the past vears. I honestly feel 
the spirit of the Olympic Games is doing a great deal of good 
Internationally, for the athletes and people of all countries. We 
all learn from one another, the athletes and teams from the 
Various countries cannot help but improve and profit from a 
visit to another country. If they are impressed with what they 
see. and how life is lived on the other side of the fence. maybe 
they would like to live that way and tell their friends about it 
when they return home. 

Many people think the Olympic Games are a competition of 
one nation against another, this is not true. Each nation is 
allowed so many athletes to compete in each event or one team 
to compete in events as football. or one yacht to compete in one 
class. It is the individual that is competing for the honor. not 
the nation. The competitor that wins is honored during the 
Olympic Games by having his or her nation’s flag raised, and 
is presented a diploma and a gold, silver or bronze medal. There 
are no official points awarded in the Olympic Games. 

Some of the governments of the various nations stand the 
expense of sending their teams to the Olympic Games, but we 
in the United States feel it is a responsibility of the people, and 
should be kept clear of all politics. 

It should be of interest to spearfishermen and skin divers 
that Spearfishing Competition has been recognized as a section 
of the A.A.U. We have held National Spearfishing meets in the 
United States and the first real International Meet was held in 
Europe in 1955. We have been working and hope to have Spear- 
fishing a part of the Olympic Games in 1960 at Rome, Italy. 

We must send the largest and finest Olympic team to represent 
the United States to the 1956 Olympics in Cortina, Italy and 
Melbourne, Australia. You can help make this possible, by 
sending your contribution to the U. S. Olympic Fund addressed, 
as follows: U. S. Olympians, Southern California Chapter. 8760 
Venice Blvd., Los Angeles 34, California .. . or U. S. Olympic 


Fund, Biltmore Hotel. New York 17, New York. = : 
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The AQUA PAK carrier brings a new era of 


safety under water, and a new experience 


of free motion maneuverability. AQUA PAK oY 


is designed to accommodate all of your SCUBA 
equipment, whichever make you now own 


At your favorite dealer. id 


i 
L 


| ha 
THE HIMALAYAN PAK COMPANY, INC., 482 ASBURY ST., SAN JOSE 3, a" 








